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WEST INDIES. 
JAMAICA. 


From Brother Joun Ettis. 


** FarRFIELD, March 9, 1825. 

** Dear BROTHER—By the last packet, I had the pleasure to re- 
ceive your interesting letter of January 11th, which I hasten to 
acknowledge, with the expression of sincere thanks for all the in- 
formation which it contains. 

** When I last wrote to you, I mentioned with regret, that we 
were nearly at a stand with the erection of our new church. Since 
that time, however, I am happy to say, we have made some pro- 
gress. The frame-work is finished, and put up on the foundation- 
wall, built for that purpose. The workmen are now shingling the 
roof, which, as yet, is merely supported by posts, the intermediate 
spaces requiring to be filled up with stone and morter, which forms 
what is here called a Spanish wall. Such walls must be boarded 
either in or out-side: we purpose doing it in the former way. We 
feel truly thankful that all the heavy timber has been cut and brought 
hither out of the woods, without any material injury to the work 
people, though some of the trees grow among craggy rocks, and in 
other scarcely accessible situations. Such light materials as boards 
and shingles, the negroes gladly carry upon their heads, whenever 
they have time at their disposal. The prospect of soon possessing a 
proper church is very encouraging to us; for the place now appro- 
priated to public worship is in many respects imconvenient. Our 
hegroes expresss the utmost thankfulness to their friends and bene- 
factors in Europe, by whose assistance we have been enabled to 
undertake the building of this house of prayer. 

VoL. m, 25 
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** With ‘heartfelt gratitude I can declare, that our Saviour con- 
tinues to bless our feeble testimony concerning the atonement which 
He has made for sinners. Our communicants are, I trust, increas- 
ing not only in number, but also in grace. They highly prize the 
privilege enjoyed by them of assembling once in eight weeks around 
the table of the Lord. When we speak with them individually, 
previous to the Holy Communion, their language is often to the fol- 
lowing effect:—‘* Me not able to thank our Saviour, that he has called 
me, poor little one, to take share in His feast. I am not worthy, 
but my Saviour too good. He has done too [very] much for me, 
poor*wicked sinner. I never without thinking what He has done for 
me. He was treated too cruelful, when He suffered on the cross for 
my sins. I hope I will never grieve Him again. I have been a 
wicked sinner before Him. He is my best Massa; I put my trust in 
none so much as Him, &c.” Many new people, likewise, come to 
us, some from a considerable distance. We continue to preach oc- 
casionally at the Isle, a coffee plantation, belonging to our friend, 
Mr. E. Peart, distant about nine miles to the south-east of us. Here 
many negroes from the neighbouring estates are in the habit of as- 
sembling; and from the proprietors of several of these, we have 
received invitations to come and repeat our instructions on their 
respective properties. 

** At Hopeton, I have hitherto been able to pay a visit regularly, 
once every two months. Our kind and worthy friends there assist, 
in every possible way, to render the journey easy to me, and my 
visits both pleasant and profitable. Mr. Scott has now a number of 
workmen busily employed in erecting a temporary building, on the 
ground which he has given us for a missionary settlement. Excel- 
lent building stone, and abundance of lime, are found on the spot; 
but timber is not plentiful, and must be brought from a distance. 
This circumstance greatly enhances the expense. The negroes from 
nine or ten different estates in the vicinity of Hopeton are permitted 
to attend our meetings there, and manifest a very general desire to 
hear the word of God. Upon some, who have never before had an 
opportunity of hearing the Gospel, its influence is strikingly power- 
ful. It is truly as ‘‘ water to him that is thirsty, and as floods poured 
out on the dry ground.” I confidently hope and believe, that the 
Lord intends a blessing for this neighbourhood. He has inclined the 
hearts of many respectable proprietors, to confess Him, and to 
worship Him, both in public, and in their families. During my 
visits in two of these families, I gladly availed myself of the oppor- 
tunity afforded me to testify of Jesus, to their assembled negroes who 


attended. We shall rejoice to learn that a missionary has been ap- 
pointed for Hopeton.* 


* Since this letter was written, the desired appointment has taken place: 
Brother D. Hague and his wife sailed from Liverpool for the supply of this 
new and promising station, about the middle of June, and we hope soon to 
be able to announce their arrival in Jamaica.— Editor. 
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‘* IT returned but yesterday from my last visit to these dear friends, 
and was sorry to find, on calling at New Eden, that both Brother 
Becker and his wife were considerably indisposed. May it please 
the Lord soon to restore them to health. Meanwhile, we gladly 
came to their assistance, as far as we are able. 

‘* We shall often think of yow and the other servants of the 
Brethren’s Unity, who will shortly attend the Synod at Herrnhut; 
and our fervent prayers will ascend to the Lord, who is the Head of 
His Church, for an abundant blessing upon all your deliberations. 
We beg you to salute all the members of that venerable assembly in 
our name.” 

** March 26, 1825. 

** You will kindly excuse a short and hurried letter by the present 
opportunity. I have been occupied up to this moment with the per- 
formance of various official duties, connected with our own congrega- 
tion; and, jast when I hoped for a little leisure, I have received a 
message from Brother Becker, stating, that both he and his wife are 
so unwell as to be confined to their room. To-morrow being Cum- 
munion-Sunday, I must hasten to New Eden without loss of time, 
and shall have my hands full of work for the next twenty-four hours. 
From the moment of my arrival there, I shall be engaged in speak- 
ing with the communicants; and this duty will occupy me to-morrow 
morning, whenever I am not in the chapel. 

‘* Sister Becker, I am sorry to say, has been ailing for some time 
past. She complains chiefly of a sore throat. Her husband suffers 
much from a rheumatic affection in his head, it has been unusually 
violent during the last four weeks, and seems rather to increase than 
diminish. 

** The weather is at present very dry for Jamaica; for in general 
much more rain falls in this island than in Antigua. We who are 
situated on the edge of the May-day Mountains, get perhaps less 
rain than any other part of the island; and this causes our pastures 
to look very bare. 

‘*'We have at length got one side and one end of our roof shingled, 
but it will be some time before the building is inclosed on the sides. 
Thankful shall we be to see it completed. My wife is well, and de- 
sires to join me in kindest salutations. 

JOHN ELLIS.” 


From Brother A. G. BERGER. 


** FAIRFIELD, January 18, 1825. 

‘* Dear BRoTHER—our cordial thanks for your good wishes, in 
relation to the service to which we have been called, in this part of 
the Lord’s vineyard: we are assured of your brotherly love, and of 
your continued remembrance of us your unworthy fellow servants, 
before the throne of grace. The loss of our first-born child was in- 
deed a painful trial to us; but our gracious Saviour has comforted us 
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over it, and we have been enabled to say, ‘‘ The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” We con- 
tinue to enjoy good health, though we do not altogether escape cer- 
tain ailments peculiar to this climate. In our service among the ne- 
groes we feel very happy, the Lord graciously owns our feeble en- 
deavours, and accompanies with His blessing, the preaching of the 
word of the cross. We rejoice to perceive an eagerness in our peo- 
ple to hear it, though they are not very forward in making declara- 
tions on the subject: and, for my own part, I would rather see them 
in this state of real simplicity, than hear them talk ever so fluently, 
without having made a solid experience in their hearts. 

‘« By letters received from Germany, I learn, that my only sister 
has received a call to the Mission in Antigua, and has been married 
to Brother Kochte. I feel much for my dear father, who is seventy- 
six years of age, and has given up both his children to the service of 
the Lord among the heathen; having, as he writes, devoted them to 
Him from their earliest infancy. We may however rest assured, 
that our gracious Saviour will be nearer to him, during the remain- 
der of his earthly pilgrimage, and continue his daily support and 
consolation. We beg you to present our affectionate salutations to 
the members of the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel. 


A. G. BERGER.” 


From Brother James Licut. 


“Irwin, February 7, 1825. 

** Dear BroTHER—I am thankful to find by your last interesting 
letter, that the report which our dear Brother Stobwasser made of 
the progress of the work committed to us at Irwin, afforded you 
satisfaction. Still more shall I rejoice to learn that the five acres of 
land offered to us by our worthy friend, the proprietor of this estate, 
have been accepted and secured for the formation of a regular mis- 
sionary settlement. It is the only spot altogether suitable for such 
a purpose, and I am more and more convinced, that until we have a 
station, detached from the buildings on a sugar estate, we shall not 
see any very extensive benefit result to the negro population. The 
Lord is indeed very gracious, and comforts His poor servants, by 
giving them, from time to time, a soul for their hire; but there are 
many circumstances connected with residence on a plantation, which 
are very discouraging to a Missionary, and a hindrance to the spread 
of the Gospel. Sufficient evidence is before our eyes, of the happy 
consequences attending the establishment of a Mission on the footing 
for which I plead: I need only refer you to the present state of New 
Eden and the new settlement of Fairfield in the May-day Mountains. 
May the Lord incline the hearts of our dear Brethren and our many 
friends in England, to co-operate in bringing about this desirable 
change. It is a subject which lies very near my heart, and I am 
sure you will excuse my importunity, in regard to it. 
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‘« The work of the Lord meanwhile proceeds at Irwin. We have 
had in the year past much cause for gratitude; having been permit- 
ted to see, in some of our people, an evident growth in grace, and a 
sincere desire to glorify God, by their walk and conversation. In- 
stances of unfaithfulness have however not been wanting; several, of 
whom we once entertained good hopes, have returned to the ways of 
the world: over such we can only mourn and pray. The work how- 
ever is the Lord’s, and as He hath favoured us to be employed in it, 
we cannot but desire to be more diligent and more earnestly devoted 
to it. 

**T continue to visit on the estate of our friends Mr. and Mrs. 
Senior, at Musquito-cove, about twenty miles distant from Irwin, and 
am encouraged by seeing that my labour is not altogether in vain. 
During the course of the past year, thirty-five adults, and forty-one 
children have been baptized on the different estates which I serve. 
Twenty-one persons have been received into the congregation, and 
sixteen admitted to the Holy Communion. 

‘** Since the new year commenced we have had a very sickly sea- 
son, and many persons, both white people and negroes, have depart- 
ed this life. Fevers, sore throats, &c. are still very prevalent. I 
have been likewise ailing, but on the whole my health is consider- 
bly improved. My lameness however still continues a trial to me. 
Of my dear wife’s alarming indisposition and subsequent recovery I 
informed you in my last; and I have now the joy to add, that she has 
been graciously helped through her confinement, and has become the 
mother of a healthy boy. We devoted this dear infant to the Lord 
in holy baptism on the 13th January, when he received the name 
James Thomas. May we be enabled to train him up for the service 
of that Saviour whose property he is. Intreating an interest in 
your prayers, for ourselves and the work committed to us, I am ever 
your affectionate Brother, 

JAMES T. LIGHT.” 


ANTIGUA. 
Extract of a letter from Brother C. F. Ricuter. 


**Sr. Joun’s, February 12, 1825. 

‘* Ir is a long time since I had the pleasure to write to you, but I 
can assure you, that the various contents of your letters have been 
truly interesting to us. Brother Schill will be able to give us further 
explanation of the causes, that compelled him and the other Mis- 
sionaries, who had learnt the Calmuck language, and seen how the 
sced sown in tears began to spring up, to leave that promising station. 

** Brother Kochte arrived here, with his wife, on the 28th of De- 
cember, after a long and tedious voyage, and has been appointed to 
the service of the’ Mission at Gracehill. I have no doubt, that, if the 
Lord preserves them in health, they will be active and useful la- 
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bourers in His vineyard. Brother Brunner is going to Barbadoes, 
but will stay with us till Brother Schill arrives. 

‘* We have received an obliging letter from the Secretary of the 
Sunday School Union in London, announcing his having sent us m the 
name of that Society, a box of books for the use of our Schools. 
They will be very acceptable when they arrive. With our last sup~ 
plies we received a number of ** Extracts from the works of foreign 
Divines.” We do not know from whom they came, but the donor 
will be pleased to accept our best thanks. All the other publications 
sent us were valuable presents, for which we beg to express our 
grateful acknéwledgments. 

‘* We were invited to attend the Annual Missionary meeting of 
the Wesleyan Methodists, which we did with pleasure, and joined 
them in prayer for the Lord’s blessing upon their zealous exertions. 

‘* The work committed to us in this island proceeds steadily, and 
we have abundant cause to thank our Saviour for all the proof of His 
mercy manifested in our converts, who continue to increase, both in 
number and in grace. The festival of Christmas, of the New-Year 
and Epiphany, have been seasons of real blessing and enjoyment, in 
all our congregations. The churches were every where crowded, yet 
the utmost silence and devotion prevailed. May the Lord continue 
to lay his blessing upon the Brethren’s Missions, which, notwith- 
standing all defects, He has hitherto owned as a work of His own 
hand. Who would have expected, twenty years ago, to behold four 
or five congregations of believing Hottentots under the care of our 
Brethren, or to see so many negroes in the West Indies, and espe- 
cially in Jamaica, desirous to hear the word of God? This will doubt- 
less constitute a subject of gratitude and praise at the approaching 
Synod of our Church, to be held at Herrnhut. What you mentioned 
to Brother Taylor concerning the Brethren Hertzberg and Luttring, 
is very remarkable, and one proof among many, that our Saviour 
knows how to prepare His servants for the work to which they are 
destined.” 

** March 9, 1825. 

‘* Since my last, I have had the pleasuse to receive another letter 
from you of the 13th of January, by Brother and Sister Schill, who 
arrived with us safe and well, after a prosperous voyage of thirty- 
three days, from London. I am truly rejoiced to have so experienced 
a Brother for my fellow-labourer, and hope he may soon be able to 
acquire the language. He will remain for the present at St. John’s. 

‘*T communicated your letter to our mission-conference, and am 
requested to express the thanks of all my Brethren to the kind 
friends, who exert themselves in behalf of our schools. Yet the 
existence of the obstacle, stated in my last, was generally acknow- 
ledged: indeed, it would appear that it is more difficult to obtain 
suitable teachers for the schools in the country than at St. Johr®: 
The conference wish me to inquire, whether a portion of the funds 
collected for the erection of school-rooms, might be appropriated for 
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the remuneration of teachers, and for the purchase of candles for the 
evening schools. 

‘* The books sent us by Mr. Lioyd, on the part of the Sunday 
School Union, arrived safe a few days after I had written to him, 
and will prove a very valuable present. 

‘* The erection of a new church at St. John’s will be a work of 
time and labour. I wish we could find friends in the United States 
who would supply us with lumber and shingles, and others in Great 
Britain to send us the necessary iron work, bricks, and lime; the 
materials furnished, the expense would not be considerable, for labour 
is now performed on much more reasonable terms than formerly. 
The free people of colour increase more and more, and work is 
scarce. 

‘‘ Brother Brunner and his wife have received a call to Barbadoes, 
to succeed Brother Berg, who will proceed with his family to North 
America. Brother Procop removes to Gracehill in consequence of 
this arrangement. He is still very weak, though his general health 
has improved, and I trust will continue to improve, in the country. 
His assistants, Brother Kochte and his wife, are willing and active, 
and have made already good proficiency in the English language. 
He will therefore have a much easier post than at St. John’s, where 
the labour is excessive, owing to the large number of the congrega- 
tion. My own health has been indifferent for some time past, and I 
have been advised to try the effect of a sea voyage; but there are 
many difficulties in the way of this experiment.” 

* June 30, 1825. 

** We have been much affected to hear of the departure of two 
members of the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, and pray the Lord 
to supply their places with servants after Hisown heart. The early 
and unexpected removal of Brother Henry Schulz-Rochling, of 
which, Sister Schill received a circumstantial account from his widow, 
was an event which called for our special sympathy. 

‘* T will now endeavour to answer the questions in your last, on the 
subject of our schools in Antigua. 

“« Several attempts to keep a Sunday School in our chapel at St. 
John’s, have been frustrated, chiefly by the circumstance of divine 
service being held, exactly at the hours when the children of the 
sugar plantations are most at liberty to attend. Our public service 
commences on Sunday morning at eleven o’clock, then follows a 
meeting for the children; afterwards, the classes for the new people, 
and candidates for baptism; these are followed by the congregation 
meeting; and three times in eight weeks, we have a conference with 
our assistants on the state of the Mission. Thus our chapel is in 
constant use every Sunday from eleven to four o’clock, and sometimes 
even toa later hour. A few years ago, we commenced a Sunday 
School between nine and eleven o’clock in the morning, but we soon 
found that the children could not attend at that time of day. Their 
duties on the plantation, added to their distance from town, render 

it almost impossible for them to be here in time for school. We 
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have about fifty children living at St. John’s, who receive instructions 
twice a week. There is also a school on the estate of C. Langford 
Brooke, Esq. three miles from St. John’s, under the care of Brother 
Robbins; it is attended by about a hundred children, some of whom 
are able to read the New Testament. 

** One of our assistants gives instructions at noon, and in the even- 
ing, to a number of children belonging to the estate on which he re- 
sides, and several adjoining ones. Another assistant has a flourish- 
ing school, of about eighty children, in a district four miles from St. 
John’s. All these are children of field negroes. 

** At Gracehill, where the morning service begins later than at 
St. John’s, about fifty children receive instruction every Sunday morn- 
ing. Some of them can read the New Testament; yet, though the 
prospect is encouraging, our Brethren find it impracticable for the 
present, to extend this branch of their labour, for want of suitable 
teachers. 

‘* There is also a Sunday School for sixty children at Newfield, to 
which Brother ‘Taylor attends, as far as his many other duties will 
permit. He joins in the complaint concerning the difficulty of pro- 
curing teachers. Some of the negroes come to him for instruction 
several evenings in the week. 

** The most flourishing school is at Gracebay, under Brother 
Olufsen’s inspection. About a hundred children meet here every 
Sunday; and a number of them are already tolerable proficients in 
reading. The school has hitherto been supported by the agent of 
the Church Missionary Society, a favour which claims our sincere 
acknowledgements. 

** Schools are now multiplying in all parts of the island; and we 
trust to see very beneficial effects produced by their instrumentality. 
To the benevolent members of the Society of Friends, who have 
exerted themselves in behalf of our schools, we offer cordial thanks: 
they may rest assured that we shall do whatever we can to fromote 
the instruction of the negroes in this island. 

‘* Towards the end of last year, a large School house, lately erect- 
ed by the Attorney of Sir Henry Martin’s estate, was opened by 
Brother Newby. <A dwelling is added, in which one of our com- 
municants resides, and takes care of the School. She is a free per- 
son of colour. About sixty children belonging to the estate, receive 
instruction, both on Sundays, and on some days in the week at noon. 
Previous to the opening of the School, the children had learnt a hymn 
by heart, which they sung at this solemnity, to which the children 
of the neighbouring estates were likewise invited. I cannot help again 
repeating, that the erection of proper school-houses, would remove 
one great difficulty under which we now labour: and I trust that our 
Saviour will enable us, in His own good time, to accomplish so de- 
sirable an object. 

‘*The Bishop of Barbadoes, who lately visited Antigua, for the 
first time, intends, it is said, to establish a large central school in St. 
John’s for the children of indigent negroes. His Lordship visited our 
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school at Greencastle, examined the children, and was pleased to 
express his satisfaction with their progress and behaviour. We pray 
the Lord, to set him for a blessing to these Islands, in which, and 
even in Antigua, there is still a large field for usefulness. 

‘* We proceed in our usual course of labour, and are thankful to 
be able to state, that it is not in vain in the Lord. The good Shep- 
herd adds to the number of His flock, and carries on His work of 
grace among them, in spite of all the craftiness of Satan. 

** All my dear fellow-labourers unite with me in brotherly remem- 
brance to yourself, and the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel. 

C. F. RICHTER.” 








From Brother JosrpH Newsy. 


é ‘“*CEDAR-HALL, May 9, 1825. 

** Dear BrotHER—As you are probably aware, we have lately 
been called to the service of this station, after spending many years 
very happily with the congregation at Gracehill, to which I was 
much attached. Here we stand alone, and feel scarcely equal to 
the duty which devolves upon us, but believing that the Lord Him- 
self has directed our course thus far, we wish to be resigned likewise 
to His present leading. What we have had most to lament, since 
we came hither, is the practice too prevalent among our people, of 
neglecting the services on the Lord’s day. The negroes, in this 
part of the Island, are too much in the habit of attending the Sunday 
market at St. John’s, and until that crying evil is put a stop to, there 
will be no prevailing on them generally to give the church the pres 
ference. We feel indeed the love and confidence of many members 
of our flock, whose hearts the Lord has touched, yet there are others 
who profess to belong to us, who have little or no life in their souls. 

‘* During the year ending Easter, 1825, the following adults have 
been baptized or received into the congregation. At St. John’s, 278 
persons; at Gracehill, 103; at Gracebay, 28; at Newfield, 57; and 
here at Cedar-hall, 75.—TIn all, 541 persons. Admitted tothe Holy 
Communion, at St. John’s, 252; at Gracehill, 57; at Gracebay, 22; 
at Newfield, 73; at Cedar-hall, 51.—In all, 455 persons. 

‘* When I came hither, I found a Sunday School kept by a mem- 
ber of the congregation and his wife, in the cellar under the church. 
But three weeks after, the former departed this life, and as we were 
not able to meet with another person, able and willing to teach gratis, 
the whole devolved upon the widow, who is a free woman, and has 
two children. She is willing to continue her services, from a right 
principle; but her circumstances are such, as to require that she 
should be assisted. -Meanwhile, the Sunday School has dwindled so 
much, that I have been led to adopt another regulation; for I found 
it quite impossible to assist in teaching on Sunday, the ordinary duty 
being almost too much for my strength. I now therefore employ the 
two vacant evenings in the week, in instructing the children belong- 

VoL. 11. 26 
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ing to three or four plantations in our vicinity. The sister already 
mentioned, likewise keeps an evening school on the estate where she 
resides, and the children attend it as well as we could expect. 
Through the very kind assistance of the Sunday School Union, we 
are well supplied with books for some time: and I beg you to pre- 
sent the sincere thanks of ourselves and our negroes for this generous 
aid. The number of children under instruction here, amounts to 120 
boys and girls, most of whom are mere beginners: five only can read 
the New Testament. You will perhaps think this a very unsatisfac 
tory statement; and I confess, that I often regret, that the progress 
of our scholars is not more rapid. But when I consider the little 
time and opportunity they have for instruction, their ignorance of 
the letters, and of many sounds in the English language, some of 
which they can scarcely ever be brought to articulate, I wonder the 
less at their slow progress. Many of them have, however, good 
memories, and learn rapidly by heart what is repeated tothem. In 
this way they have learnt many of our hymns, and one of the boys 
last Christmas, was able to repeat, very correctly, thirty-one verses 
of the second chapter of St. Luke’s gospel. They can likewise sing 
several of our tunes, an acquirement to which few adults ever attain. 

** Since we came to Cedar-hall I have often been ailing: the in- 
firmities of advancing age, and perhaps still more the debilitating 
effects of the climate, bring on various complaints, which have a 
tendency to enfeeble both body and mind: and did not our Saviour 
comfort, strenghten, and support me by His grace and spirit, I could 
not have held out so long. My dear wife has, for some time past, 
enjoyed very good health; thanks be to our good Lord for this mercy. 
We beg you to salute in our name all our dear brethren and friends, 
and remain ever, 

JOSEPH NEWBY.” 


From Brother Joun Taytor. 


** NEWFIELD, June 17, 1825. 

** Dear BRoTHER—I return you many thanks for your welcome 
letter of the 15th October, and for all the interesting particulars it 
contains. What you have communicated to us concerning the sup- 
port afforded to our Missionary cause, by so many worthy children 
of God in other denominations, and especially by those connected 
with the London Association, excites us to fervent gratitude. May 
the Lord reward all these generous friends an hundred-fold, not only 
in this life, but also in that which is to come. And may He enable 
us, His unworthy servants, assisted by the benevolence, and strength- 
ened by the prayers of these our brethren in Christ, to carry on the 
important work committed to us. Here, in Antigua, we have the 
joy to see, that it still proceeds, under the divine blessing. 

** During the year 1824, the following occurrences took place in 
the congregation at Newfield. There were baptized, 12 adults, and 
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47 children; received into the congregation, 55, and re-admitted, 21 
persons; admitted to the Holy Communion, 81 persons; departed 
this life, 23; excluded, 41 persons. You will perceive from the list 
of excluded, that we are not without our trials, and that the enemy 
is still unwilling to give up his prey. Among the causes for exclu- 
sion, are the indulgence of criminal pleasures, the practice of Obeah, 
unfaithfulness to their duty; and occasionally drunkenness. We have 
however seen, in many instances, the good effects of our church dis- 
cipline, which is frequently the means of leading them to repentance, 
and real conversion of heart. 

‘* At the conclusion of the year 1824, our congregation consisted 
of the following: 508 communicants; 245 baptized, not yet communi- 
cants; 202 baptized children, under 12 years of age; 102 candidates 
for baptism or reception; 61 excluded for the time, but still attend- 
ing the public services, and meetings for the new people; and 106 
new people. Total, 1222. 

** The last-mentioned class is not likely to increase much; so many 
places of worship and schools being established in our neighbourhood. 
We look forward with anxious expectation to the time, -when we 
shall be enabled to build the proposed school-room at this place, and 
provide teachers for the children and youth belonging to this con- 
gregation, At present we have a Sunday School kept in our dwell- 
ing house, and sometimes, in an arbour in the garden, formed by 
water melons. About fifty children attend. The evening school on 
Monday and Tuesday is frequented merely by a few young people, 
who are not engaged in the sugar crop: when the harvest is ended, 
we have no doubt of a more numerous attendance. The heavy rains 
have very much retarded the harvest, but the promise for next sea- 
son is so much the greater. The canes look beautiful, and our gar- 
dens are likewise in a very flourishing state. 

** On the 7th inst. the Bishop of Barbadoes arrived in this Island, 
and was received with every mark of respect due to his exalted sta- 
tion, both by the legislature and the inhabitants in general. He has 
since been actively engaged in visiting the established churches, and 
the schools throughout the Island. We earnestly pray that the 
Lord may set him for a blessing to the inhabitants of these Islands, 
from the highest to the lowest. We hear, that more churches are 
to be built, and each parish supplied with catechists and school- 
masters. May they be extensively useful! 

** T have had no return of my complaint since the year 1822, but 
on the contrary enjoy a good state of health. This mercy excites 
me to daily prayer to the Lord for grace to spend my life in the ser- 
vice of Him who has done so much for me. I am thankful to be 
able to add, that my dear wife and two children are well, and that 
we live in the enjoyment of-peace and many unmerited comforts. We 
request an interest in your prayers. I am your affectionate Brother, 


JOHN TAYLOR.” 
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Str. KITTS. 
From Brother W.¥F.SavutTtTer. 


** BASSETERRE, February 4, 1825. 

‘¢ DEAR BRotTHER—Your observations on the proposal recently 
made to us by the Rev. Mr. Bartram, to form a settlement on Mid- 
dle Island, are very just, and quite conformable to the ideas of the 
Mission-conference here. It is certainly a matter of regret, that 
such a resolution was not taken twenty years ago, when a fine piece 
of land, adjoining Sandy-Point Town, was offered to us at a very rea- 
sonable price. This is the most populous, as well as the most beauti~ 
ful district in the Island. Some time ago, Brother Johansen and my- 
self visited an estate in that neighbourhood, called Bart’s, distant 
about thirteen miles from Basseterre. Here we held a meeting, 
which was attended, among the rest, by about fifteen negroes, who 
were formerly baptized by the Brethren, but have joined the Esta- 
blished Church, or the Methodists, since our missionaries discon- 
tinued their visits to this part of the Island. These good people 
expressed much joy on seeing us, as did also the manager of the 
estate, Mr. F. M. a young man of excellent character, who received 
his education at one of our schools in England. 

** Since the arrival of Brother Schofield and his wife on the 2d 
November, Brother and Sister Johansen have left us for Bethesda. 
They set out on the 28th of the same month, accompanied by our 
best wishes and prayers, and those of the whole congregation, which 
they have faithfully served for fourteen years. 

‘* If the Lord preserve us in health and strength, we may hope 
now to care more effectually for our two congregations, We are en- 
couraged, by perceiving that the Lord is with us, and blesses our 
weak endeavours to make known the way of salvation, through a 
crucified Saviour. His presence is powerfully felt, whenever we 
assemble in His house; on which occasions we have generally numer- 
ous and attentive auditories. At our first communion this year, 409 
communicants attended, 13 of whom partook for the first time; 29 
were appointed candidates. - Having spoken with 918 candidates for 
baptism and new people, we celebrated a truly blessed prayer-day, 
on the 16th of last month. Five persons were baptized, 28 received 
or re-admitted to the congregation, 47 added to the class of candi- 
dates for baptism. In Bethesda, they had nearly the same number. 

** Our school succeeds tolerably well. Not long since, His Ex- 
cellency, Governor Maxwell, sent for me, inquired in the most con- 
descending manner concerning the state of our mission and school, 
and presented me with a donation of £39 2s. towards their support. 

He evidently feels a cordial interest in the spread of the Gospel. He 
kindly accepted the valuable reports of the London Association, for 
the two proceeding years, and the last numbers of the Periodical 
Accounts: and I hope to be able to supply him with these publica- 
tions, as they successively appear. I need not ‘assure you that these 
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works are highly interesting to us, as is likewise the Missionary Re- 
gister, by which we are enabled to keep up our acquaintance with 
the work of God all over the world. 

‘* On the 2d January, we had the unexpected pleasure to see our 
son-in-law, Brother Lichtenthaler, with our dear daughter, to whom 
he has been recently married, arrive here, on their way to Barba- 
does. They are still with us; and I hope their prolonged visit will 
not be unprofitable to them. Our fervent prayer for them is, that 
they may become useful and active servants of the Lord in the Mis- 
sionary work, and that the talents with which the Lord has blessed 
them, may be sanctified, and wholly devoted to His service.” 


** June 9, 1825. 

**On the 29th of May, the Bishop of this diocese arrived at Bas- 
seterre. On the first of this month, we waited upon his Lordship, 
in a body, at the Government-house. and were received by him in 
the kindest manner. He entered into very friendly conversation with 
us, on various subjects, relating to our Missionary labours; and, on 
taking leave, he assured us of his satisfaction, and his good wishes 
for our success. We understand, that various ecclesiastical’ regula- 
tions are to be adopted in this Island, in consequence of the Bishop’s 
visitation; and we earnestly pray, that the Lord would further and 
bless these and all other arrangements, the object of which is to 
promote the salvation of men. 

‘*Our two congregations are, generally speaking, in a pleasing 
course. The work of the Holy Spirit is perceptible in the hearts of 
many who attend the preaching of the Gospel; and we have numer- 
ous applications, from such as are seeking after the one thing need- 
ful, to be entered on the list of new people. When we lately spoke 
with this class, it consisted of nearly a thousand persons, including 
candidates for baptism; and at Bethesda, of seven hundred. At our 
last prayer-day, nineteen were baptized, or received into the congre- 
gation; and at Bethesda twenty-four; and a much larger number ad- 
mitted to new privileges inthe church. May the Lord give us grace 
to abide simply by the word of His patience, and know and preach 
no other doctrine than that of Christ and Him crucified, for this is 
still the power of God unto salvation, unto all them that believe. 

** Our school proceeds gradually. It is yet in an infant state; but 
we persevere, and hope, by the blessing of God on this branch of 
our duty, to see some fruit produced. We have at present 192 boys 
and 137 girls on our list, of whom about a dozen read the New Tes- 
tament well: the school was only commenced about ten months ago. 
I am glad that Brother Scholefield is both willing and able to under- 
take the principal share of this duty, the many other incumbencies 
which devolve upon me, prevent me devoting much of my time to it. 

‘*T am concerned to hear that Brother Lichtenthaler has been 
dangerously ill since his arrival in Barbadoes: we await further ac- 

counts with anxiety. Brother Berg has likewise been seriously in- 
disposed, but has since set out for North America. 
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** My wife and children unite with myself and all my dear fellow- 
labourers in cordial love. 


W. F.SAUTTER.” 


From Brother J. JoHanseEen. 


** Betuespa, February 12, 1825. 

** Dear BrotHer—Upon the arrival of Brother Scholefield and 
his wife, it was determined in our conference that I should remove 
to Bethesda, to serve that congregation, in conjunction with our dear 
Brother Wright. ‘Though much attached to the negroes at Basse- 
terre, among whom I have laboured for nearly fifteen years, I accept- 
ed this appointment as from the hand the Lord, and came hither 
with my wife on the 26th November. We feel at home in this new 
situation, though for want of proper accommodation for two families, 
it will not bear comparison with Basseterre in point of personal com- 
fort. It is in general considered a healthy place; but being near the 
mountains, the evening air is damp and cool, and new-comers parti- 
cularly are apt to take cold. My dear wife has suffered considerably 
since she removed hither. 

** Brother Wright has mentioned in his letter the most interrest- 
ing facts connected with the present course of this Mission, and I can 
with pleasure confirm his statement from personal observation. It 
is a real joy to me, to see the eagerness with which the Gospel is 
heard and received by many souls. Now that two Brethren are 
stationed here, we hope to have it in our power to attend more fre- 
quently at Lavington’s, an estate eight miles from Bethesda, where 
the negroes are very desirous to hear the Gospel. We pray that 
this blessed work may go forward, and that it may spread through 
the instrumentality of many servants of God, who are called to labour 
with us for the welfare of the poor negroes. 

J. JOHANSEN.” 


== 


From Brother S. Wricnrrt. 


‘* BeTuespA, January 29, 1825. 

‘* Dear Brotser—After labouring alone for nearly two years in 
this extensive field, we have at length been favoured to obtain as- 
sistance; Brother Johansen and his wife having removed to Bethesda, 
on the arrival of Brother Scholefield at Basseterre. We are truly 
thankful to enjoy the counsel and co-operation of these experienced 
servants of the Lord, and may expect to derive great advantage from 
this new arrangement. My dear wife has been for some time in a 
weakly state of health; and I confess that I have often felt quite ex- 
hausted and languid after the performance of my daily work, espe- 


cially on Sundays. Assistance at the present time is therefore doubly 
valuable to us. , 
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‘* The year past, I can declare to the praise of our Saviour, has 
been a very blessed one, and we have found much cause for thank- 
fulness and encouragement in the course of our congregation. The 
enemy of souls has not indeed been inactive; and we have had occa- 
sionally to mourn over the deviations of individual members of our 
flock; yet the conduct of others has afforded us much pleasure, 
evincing a growth in grace, and in the love and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Many also continue to inquire, 
what they must do to be saved? and to such we make known the 
only name, given under heaven among men, whereby we can be saved, 
even the name of Jesus. Our services are in general very well at- 
tended, both here and at Lavington’s; and we trust that the precious 
seed is not scattered in vain. : 

‘* In the course of the year 1824, 14 adults and 68 children were 
baptized; 113 received, and 22 re-admitted to the congregation; 61 
admitted to the Holy Communion; 213 became candidates for bap- 
tism or the Holy Communion; 22 adults and 12 children departed 
this life. At the close of the year our numbers were, 316 communi- 
cants, 435 baptized and candidates for the communion, 285 candi- 
dates for baptism or reception, 244 baptized children under twelve 
years of age:—in all, 1280; 140 more than at the close of 1823. 
The class of new people has considerably increased, amounting at 
present to about 500; so that we have about 1780 souls under our 
care. 

‘** Our Sunday Schoool has prospered beyond our expectation. The 
number of those who attend it is at least 400: of these, fifteen are 
free persons, and about the same number children of household 
slaves; the remainder are field negroes. We have but a small pro- 
portion of children of coloured people. Our system of instruction is 
as simple as possible. Those peculiarities of the national or British 
system, which are calculated to further our work, we have adopted. 
From the majority of the white population in this part of the Island, 
we have received every encouragement to proceed in our labours, 
both among adults and children. For this we are truly thankful, 
and pray that we may not only preach the Gospel, but also walk 
worthy of it in all things. 

** June 30, 1825. 

** T embrace an early opportunity of replying to your interesting 
letter of the 18th April, for which accept our united thanks. What 
you have communicated to us concerning the zeal of our friends in 
England, to promote and extend our labours in this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard, excites us to gratitude and to renewed diligence in the 
work committed to us. We earnestly pray, that we may be enabled 
to fulfil the wishes of our kind benefactors, and above all, that 
through our feeble instrumentality, the Redeemer may see even here 
of the reward promised for the travil of his soul. 

** I was at Lavington’s last Sunday, and spoke with sixty candi- 
dates for baptism and new people, of whom fifteen came to us for the 
first time. Since we began to speak individually with the negroes 
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on this estate, and to hald divine service here every fortnight, we 
find a greater desire after the one thing needful, excited among our 
hearers. The room in which we meet is spacious enough, but wants 
conveniences for the numerous company that attend. At Bethesda, 
the number of new people continues to increase. Among those who 
came to speak with us the last time was an old man, evidently 
awakened to a sense of his lost condition. He related, that formerly 
he had often met our late Brother Schneller, who had thus address- 
ed him, ‘* George, take care, you are still walking on the broad 
road; the right road is still too narrow for you: you think you have 
not room enough upon it. But beware how you go on in your pre- 
sent course.” ‘* These words,” added the negro, ‘‘ have at length 
reached my heart; and I now cry to our Saviour for mercy, and be- 
seech Him to lead me into the way of peace.” 

** Next Sunday is our prayer-day; on which occasion twenty-four 
persons will be received into the congregation, and twenty-eight ad- 
mitted candidates for the same privilege. The Passion-week and 
Easter festival were seasons of particular blessing! the number who 
attended our services on Easter Sunday was greater than we had 
ever witnessed. The Sunday following we had a solemn meeting 
with 169 persons, who, since the preceding Easter, had attained to 
various privileges in the church. 

‘** The assistance, which you lead us to hope for, on the part of 
the friends of negro education in England, will be most seasonably 
afforded. At present we are greatly in want of books, chiefly such 
as are proper for beginners. We have upwards of 400 children, as 
I stated in my last: these are divided into three classes. They all 
receive instruction, several evenings in the week, when the weather 
permits: one division assembles in our church, the other two, on dif- 
ferent estates. On Sunday, the whole company meets in our church 
as often as is found practicable. 

** IT am happy to be able to state, that all the Missionaries in this 
Island are at present in tolerable health: Brother Sautter, who has 
been ailing, is recovered. We entreat an interest in your prayers. 
I am, your affectionate Brother, 


S. WRIGHT.” 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


Extracts of letters from Brother H. P. HALuBEck. 


‘* GNADENTHAL. January 8, 1825. 
‘*My Dear BrotHER—I have just received your favour of Sep- 
tember 12th, from the hands of Brother Luttring, who arrived here 
safe a few hours ago: and I regret I am unable to do more than thank 
you for your interesting communications, and the various magazines 
and pamphlets, of which he was the bearer. Brother Stein, who 
escorted the company from Groenekloof, wag betrothed to Sister 

































ra 





FROM THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 209 


Seffner, on New-Year’s day. We are rejoiced to see our new fel- 
low-labourers, and promise ourselves much assistance from them. 
May the Lord grant them the support of His grace, and teaching of 
His Holy Spirit, in the important work, to which they have been 
called. You inquire about Vogelstruiskraal, (or Elim,) and a letter 
just received from Brother Bonatz, enables me in some measure to 
answer your questions. He writes: ‘*‘ The solemnities attending the 
close of the past, and the entrance into the present year, were bless- 
ed to all our hearts. We had above eighty hearers on New-Year’s 
day, and the many tears, which were shed by those present, both 
Hottentots and slaves, testified that the word of God was not heard 
with indifference. The presence of Jesus was indeed powerfully felt, 
in the midst of His people. The hall of our house, which we use 
as a place of worship, was much too confined.”—Only three families 
have as yet removed from Gnadenthal to Elim: but we expect others 
to follow. Brother Thomsen and his wife seem desirous to return 
to their former place of abode, the health of the latter continuing 
very precarious; but though we are willing to yield to their wishes, 
we carnot make the needful arrangements, till we have further 
assistance from Europe. 

‘* We have celebrated a blessed Christmas season, but not many 
strangers attended, owing to the long protracted harvest, which I am 
happy to say, has turned out in general very abundant. 

‘*Our numbers at Gnadenthal have again decreased. This is 
principally caused by the absence of many Hottentots, who left us 
during the scarcity, and the removal of thirty-four of our people to 
other settlements. At the close of last year we had, 496 communi- 
cants, 95 candidates for the Holy Communion, 128 baptized adults, 
389 baptized children, 42 candidates for baptism, and 92 new peo- 
people:—In all, 1242 persons. Enon on the other hand continues to 
increase: in the course of last year, 73 persons came to live at the 
settlement. ‘The Missionaries there were well, according to the 
latest accounts of the 28th December. You will be glad to hear that 
the iron pipes have been shipped from Capetown, and are probably 
by this time in Algoa-bay.” 

‘* January 21, 1825. 

‘* A passage having been secured for our children on board the Sir 
George Osborne, Captain Coulson, Brother Lemmerz and his wife 
left us yesterday for Groenckloof, in order to be at hand. I should 
have accompanied them, had I not received an unexpected intima- 
tion, that Lord Charles Somerset and his lady intended to visit Gna- 
denthal next week; on which occasion, I was particularly desirous to 
be at my post. At the same time, however, we were informed, that 
the vessel would be detained till the first week in February, and I 
therefore gladly avail myself of the respite afforded me for writing 
letters, the only recreation I can think of, under present circum- 
stances. 

**T have already mentioned the receipt of your kind and welcome 
letters, of which Brother Luttring was the bearer: but I have still to 
Nou. 1 27 
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thank you and our kind friends in England for the two boxes of cloth- 
ing, destined for the poor of our congregations. May the Lord re- 
ward all our benefactors. I hope you will not forget to give me 
information from time to time concerning the value of Buchu; for this 
article is likely to prove of considerable importance to Gnadenthal. 
That which grows on our hills is of the first quality, and I have 
adopted regulations to have it dried and cleaned in the best manner; 
hence ‘‘ Real Gnadenthal Buchu” is much in request among the mer- 
chants at Capetown, and has hitherto met with a ready sale. We 
should, however, be very happy to execute any orders for our kind 
friends in England, who have proposed to establish a Bazaar for the 
benefit of our mission: they might essentially contribute to the main- 
tenance of our Hottentots, by the disposal of this article. 

** In order to become thoroughly acquainted with the spirit pre- 
vailing in our congregation, I have spoken individually with all the 
adult male inhabitants; and I am happy to say, that this speaking 
has afforded me indescribable pleasure and encouragement, and has 
been the means, under the divine blessing, of diffusing new life 
among the members of our congregation. Notwithstanding devia- 
tions, which occasionally take place among them, and which are 
owing in a great measure to a want of firmness, peculiar to the Hot- 
tentot character, I can affirm with truth and with the liveliest grati- 
tude to our Saviour, that a desire to live to Him, and a sense of the 
great privileges enjoyed among His people, are so general among all 
that have attained to years of maturity, that a contrary disposition 
may be considered as an exception to a general rule. They are 
truly of one heart and one soul. Iam unable to describe to you how 
greatly I have been myself benefited by my conversations with them. 
There have been seasons when I have been much concerned about 
the state of our congregation, thinking that I perceived a declension 
from the right spirit; and it was in consequence of this impression, 
that I determined to speak with our people individually. But I am 
now ashamed of my own want of faith, and stand astonished at the 
blessed work which the Spirit of God is carrying on in the hearts of 
the majority of our converts. Their solemn declarations, evidently 
proceeding from the heart, their candid confessions, their faithful pro- 
mises, the spirit of meekness in which they receive my admonitions, 
and the subsequent evidences of a new life in the whole congregation, 
whereby the sincerity of their declarations has been proved, have 
fully convinced me that the Lord is still in the midst of us, and owns 
His work ‘in a remarkable manner. You will therefore not wonder 
at my feeling encouraged to persevere, and disposed rather to in- 
crease, than relax my exertions.” 

** January 24, 1825, 

‘** My intention of writing to you a long letter, is, to-day I fear, 
frustrated by a sudden order, just received, that my children must 
proceed to Capetown, the ship being ready to sail in a few days. 
Nor can I accompany them, the Governor having announced a visit 
here with his lady, on Saturday next. Brother Fritsch must there- 
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fore supply my place, and escort my dear children to town. The 
needful preparations for their departure, added to the numerous du- 
ties which at present devolve on me, leave me scarcely a moment 
for correspondence; and I know I need not make many apologies to 
you for the omission. With cordial salutations to all our Brethren 
and friends, believe me your affectionate Brother, 

H. P. HALLBECK.” 


From Brother A. CLEMENS. 


** GROENEKLOOF, January 28, 1825. 

‘* Dear BrotHER—Two of your agreeable letters are lying before 
me, and I regret extremely my inability to answer them, as circum- 
stantially as they deserve, by the present opportunity. Brother 
Lemmertz is here, and intends soon to take his departure for Eng- 
land, accompanied by our two eldest children. You are yourself a 
father. and can therefore sympathize with our feelings in the pros- 
pect of this bereavement; yet as we are convinced it is for the good of 
these dear objects of our solicitude, we submit, and resign them anew 
into the hands of that faithful Saviour, to whom they were devoted at 
the first moment of their birth. Our two youngest children remain 
with us, and will be a comfort to their dear mother, whose health, I 
am happy to say, is now quite re-established. 

‘* As long as it pleases the Lord to permit me to labour in this 
part of His vineyard, I wish to devote my little strength to His ser- 
vice. He has hitherto supported me, and granted me to experience, 
that His grace is sufficient for the feeblest of His servants. When 
at times I am tempted to complain, that the progress of many of our 
people in the divine life is so slow, I am powerfully reminded of the 
long-suffering of our blessed Master. He still pleads in behalf of 


Nott.—The company of children alluded to in these letters consisted of 
the following : two children of Brother Clemens at Groenekloof ; two of the 
late Brother Beinbrech of Gnadenthal ; two of Brother Lemmertz of Enon; 
besides two sons and a daughter of Brother Hallbeck, all between four and 
eight years of age. Brother Lemmertz and his wife, and Sister Beinbrech, 
having been appointed to accompany them to Europe, the whole party met 
at Capetown, and set sail, on the 6th February, in the Sir George Osborne, 
commended by their dear parents and friends, to the grace and protection of 
our Heavenly Father. It pleased the Lord to grant them an unusually 
agreeable voyage, during which their cheerfulness and amiable conduct ob 
tained for them the favour of all on board, and rendered the otherwise 
arduous charge, undertaken by Brother Lemmertz, in reliance on our Sa- 
viour’s support, comparatively light. They arrived in London safe and well, 
on the 17th April, and, after spending about ten days with the congregation 
there, to mutual satisfaction, proceeded to Germany by way of Hamburgh. 
On the 20th May they reached the settlement of the Brethren at Kleinwelke 
in Saxony, and have since been placed for their education in different schools. 
Brother Lemmertz and his wife are expected shortly to return to the scene 
of their useful labours. 
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many a tree in His garden, to all appearance barren and lifeless, 
‘* Let it alone this year aiso;’’ and if He thus bears with His unprofit- 
ble servants, shall they not in like manner bear with each other? 
Satan does his utmost to obstruct the work of God in this congrega- 
tion, yet we see many encouraging proofs, that One mightier than 
he is opposed to him, and that notwithstanding all his devices, he 
may be overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of His 
testimony, 

‘* The external condition of our Hottentots is much improved of 
late. A plentiful harvest has crowned their labours in the field: we 
calculate, that, including what we ourselves have raised, 1800 muids, 
or about 4000 bushels of corn, of various kinds, have been produced 
from about 200 muids of seed. Thus graciously has the Father of 
mercies provided for our wants. May we prove our gratitude by 
making a right use of His gifts!” 

** May 17, 1825. 

** We have received very agreeable accounts of the visit paid by 
the Governor, and the new Colonial Secretary, Sir R. Plaskett, at 
Gnadenthal and Enon. The progress which the latter settlement 
has made during the five years since its renewal, appears to have 
excited the greatest interest and astonishment. May the Lord keep 
us humble, and grant that the favourable impression which the ex- 
ternal view has made on the minds of our friends in general, may in- 
duce a closer attention to that which has effected so remarkable a 
change. Groenekloof has also improved in its outward appearance; 
our own premises have undergone several alterations, we think for 
the better; and the Hottentots have been for sometime engaged in the 
construction of more substantial dwellings. ‘To this we encourage 
them by a small premium. Eighteen walled houses are already erect- 
ed, aud seven others about half finished. Not less than 2000 muids 
(6000 bushels) of corn have been grown on the land belonging to our 
settlement, a proof of what the industry of the Hottentots, naturally 
so indolent, will effect under the divine blessing. After a sufficient- 
ly long experiment, we have determined to give up our vineyard: for 
several years, it has not afforded produce to remunerate us for the 
expense, nor is there in fact any occasion for it. Our garden, on the 
other hand, under the careful management of Brother Hoffman, has 
been unusually productive: and we have been supplied with potatoes, 
beans, and other culinary vegetables in abundance. 

**T have mentioned these particulars, because I am well convinced, 
that whatever concerns our well-being, both spiritual and temporal, 
continues to be interesting to you, and to our friends in England. 

** All my dear fellow-labourers unite with me in cordial salutations 
to the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and all our friends 
and benefactors. 

AUG. CLEMENS.” 
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From Brother J. M. P. LEItNER. 


** HEMEL-EN-AARDE, December 22, 1824. 
‘‘Dear BrotHer—Your acceptable letter of the 20th August, 
reached my hands about a fortnight ago. I am glad to have so ear- 
ly an opportunity of answering it, and giving you some further intel- 
ligence of our proceedings. In October last, I visited Capetown with 
my wife. On my arrival, I waited on the Governor, and on the fol- 
lowing day, my wife was sent for by his lady. We were both re- 
ceived in the most friendly manner, and had much conversation on 
the subject of the Institution committed to our care. The reported 
removal of it to a situation nearer Capetown, does not appear likely 
soon to take place. Indeed it is in this belief, that we have ven- 
tured to erect a temporary chapel for the use of the unfortunate 
patients. It is $2 feet long, and 15 broad, and is built in the Hot- 
tentot manner, of stakes and unburnt brick. All the materials we 
have procured ourselves, except the timber, which was furnished by 
Government; and the work was performed by our people without 
remuneration. ‘lhe whole was completed within a month, so that 
we were able, on the 12th instant, to make a solemn dedication of it 
to the Lord, on which occasion, four adults were baptized into the 
death of Jesus. It was truly a day of blessing and refreshment from 
His presence, and we were now convinced, that He who is rich in 
mercy towards the meanest and most afflicted of His creatures, does 
not despise the outcasts among whom we are called to labour. 
Brother Lemmertz and his wife, and Sister Beinbrech, were present 
with us at this solemnity. You will understand that our church is 
of the humblest description, when I mention that it is without doors, 
windows, or benches. We trust, however, to obtain means for the 
purchase of these necessary accommodations. During the past year, 
17 adults have been baptized, four admitted to the Holy Communion, 
and 22 have become candidates for baptism; 28 patients have de- 
parted this life, of whom eight had been baptized‘ 51 lepers have 
been brought hither from various parts of the colony, so that the 
whole number of inhabitants is at present 119, Of these three adults 
and six children are in a healthy state. I can declare with truth, 
concerning the majority of those who compose our little flock, that it 
is their sincere desire to live to Jesus. The word of His patience 
is the daily spiritual food, by which their hungry souls are nourish- 
ed, and they are enabled, amidst all their afflictions, to rejoice in His 
salvation. Pray for us, that His precious word may continue to have 
free course and be glorified.” 
“* April 2, 1825. 

** During the past year, our people have been diligently employed, 
as far as their sickly state of body permitted, in various useful un- 
dertakings. They have not only laid out neat little gardens for 
themselves, but have built several Hartebeest-houses, and assisted 

me cheerfully in the erection of our temporary church. Now they 
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are building an ayt-house in the rear of our premises, for which ser- 
vice, however, I think it right to reward them, and likewise the 
women and elder girls, who willingly lend their aid, in the prepara- 
tion of the unburnt brick, the only kind of work which their unhappy 
circumstances permit them to perform. 

** On the 4th instant, being Easter Monday, the Sacrament of holy 
baptism will be administered to five adults and one child. The 
solemn services ef the Passion-week have been accompanied with a 
rich measure of the Divine blessing, for which we bring our humble 
tribute of gratitude and praise to Him, who by His bitter sufferings 
and death has procured eternal life for the chief of sinners. 

“* We commend ourselves and our people to your faithful inter- 
cession at the throne of grace. 


J. M. & E. LEITNER.” 





EXTRACT 
Of the Diary of Enon from June to December, 1824. 


In the beginning of this month, a considerable number of our ped- 
ple left us, to do the necessary work in their corn-fields, which they 
had hitherto been obliged to neglect, owing to the long continuance 
of dry weather. The refreshing showers which fell about this time 
were truly acceptable. 

In the night between the 7th and 8th instant, Brother Lemmertz 
was taken seriously ill, and the disorder appearing to increase, we 
lost no time in sending to Uitenhage for medical advice. On the 
10th, we had the joy to see the remedies applied take effect, and in 
course of a few days the patient was restored to his accustomed state 
of health; for which mercy, we were truly thankful to our Saviour. 

11th. We finished the rebuilding of our mill, an event to which 
we had looked forward with the more anxious expectation, as our 
corn had meanwhile to be ground in the open air. 

24th. We sowed a part of our garden with wheat, entreating the 
Lord to bless the labour of our hands, and preserve the seed sown 
from the all-destroying mildew. 

July 2d. A tiger of considerable size was destroyed close to the 
settlement. He had killed a calf yesterday, and returning to finish 
his meal according to the custom of these animals, was shot by means 
of a gun, which the Hottentots with great dexterity contrived to con- 
ceal from view, and which discharged itself at the moment when the 
animal seized his prey. This manceuvre generally succeeds with a 
tiger, but seldom or never with a wolf, the habits of the latter being 
much too cautious. 

July 4th. Brother Schmitt and his wife refurned in safety from 
their journey to Algoa-bay. On their way homeward they met with 
an accident;—their wagon being overturned in a marshy place, and a 
considerable portion of its contents entirely spoiled: we were, how- 
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ever, so thankful for their preservation from personal injury. that we 
easily forgot the loss which had been occasioned. Brothef Schmitt 
regretted his inability to comply with the wishes of several worthy 
gentlemen in Uitenhage, and particularly the Rev. Mr. Smith, that 
he should remain some days longer, and attend a committee, whose 
object is, to provide for the religious instruction of both Christians 
and heathen, in this part of the colony. We pray the Lord to give His 
blessing to this important undertaking, and to enable His servants to 
spread the knowledge of His Gospel in a district, in which the po- 
pulation is so widely scattered, that both white people and heathen 
are deprived of the public means of grace, by their extreme distance 
from church, 

6th. Brother Lemmertz and his wife spoke individually with the 
candidates for baptism, and children, and were rejoiced to perceive 
in most of them an earnest desire to increase in the knowledge and 
love of our Saviour, and attain to further privileges in His house. 
Philip Appel said: **1 do not feel as if my heart was right with God: 
yet I am convinced that the Lord hears my prayer, having often ex- 
perienced it while engaged in military service; and I am therefore 
induced to believe, that He will attend to my cry for the pardon of 
all my sins.” 

Thomas Kivido. ‘‘1 am a great sinner, and know that if I were 
to die, I must be eternally lost, But Jesus has purchased salva- 
tion for sinners, and though I did not see Him nailed to the cross, I 
believe with all my heart, that He suffered and died for me, and will 
save me.” 

The speaking with the baptized and candidates for the Holy Com- 
munion followed a few days after. With the state of heart of some 
belonging to the former class, Brother Lemmertz did not feel satis- 
fied, and he affectionately admonished them, not to trifle with the 
means of grace they were permitted to enjoy. Among the candi- 
dates for the Communion, he was rejoiced, on the other hand, to 
find a general desire after more grace, and further privileges in the 
House of the Lord. Six of these were afterwards appointed for con- 
firmation. 

On the 11¢h we had a remarkably blessed baptismal transaction : 
eight adults were on this occasion admitted members of the Church 
of Christ, amidst a powerful feeling of the presence of our Saviour. 

The celebration of the Holy Communion on the 17th was likewise 
a period of refreshment for our souls. 

20th. Three of our communicant sisters, who had spent several 
months here on a visit, left us for Grahamstown, thankful for all the 
blessings they had enjoyed, and longing for the time when they may 
take up their abode at Enon. 

One of our female candidates for baptism came to see us on the 
28th, and expressed herself as follows: ‘‘ Not long ago, I was at 
your door with the intention of speaking freely with you concerning 
the state of my soul; when suddenly the thought struck me, ‘‘ why 

am I going to say that which is false, to make confessions to my 
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teachers, which do not come from my heart. I am not so concerned 
for my salvation as I fancy myself to be.” 1 immediately turned 


back, but for some time found no rest or peace. 


I did not cease 


however to pray for the forgiveness of my sins, and yesterday even- 
ing being engaged in prayer, I felt a degree of comfort such as | had 
not before experienced. In the midst of my joy it was as if Satan 
brought to view all the sins which | had committed :—this renewed 
my anguish,—and all I could utter were the words of the publican, 
‘* God be merciful to me a sinner.” The Lord heard my prayer, 
gave me the assurance of the forgiveness of my sins, and a powerful 
feeling of His peace in my soul. 1 could not help coming therefore 


to tell you how gracious He has been to me.” 


August 2d. We had a very agreeable visit of two days from our 
worthy friends, Mr. and Mrs. Hart of Somerset. They attended our 
meetings, showed the greatest interest in the prosperity of the work 
committed to us, and offered to render us any assistance that lay in 
their power. Shortly after their return, we had.a letter from Mr. 
Hart, informing us of a fresh irruption of the Caffres into the colony, 
during which they had carried off a number of cattle, both from 


Bathurst and Theopolis. 


The festival of the 15th August, was celebrated with a cheerful 
love-feast, and the adminstration of the Holy Communion; six per- 


sons were partakers for the first time. 


The classes of candidates for baptism met in the course of this 
week, and we found much occasion to thank the Lord for the gra- 
cious work of the Holy Spirit perceptible in the hearts of many. 

A woman spoke as follows; ‘‘ I cannot find words to express the 
gratitude of my heart for the mercy which our Saviour has shown to 
me. When I first visited Enon, I felt no desire whatever to hear 
the word of God, but merely wished to see the parents of my hus- 
band. The Lord, however, knew how to make this visit a blessing 
tome. On Christmas day I went to church, and I shall never for- 
get the place where I sat, and what I felt, when I first heard the 
Gospel. Every word spoken seemed addressed to me, and I thought : 
is it possible that God so loved the world, that He became a man for 
me? After the service was over, I related to my father-in-law what 
I had experienced; he replied, ‘I am glad to hear it, my child; re- 
member what you have this day been told, and our Saviour will teach 


you yet more of these things.’ 


I was afterwards obliged to return to 


camp with my husband, but I could not forget what I had heard; 
and I now pray continually to the Lord, that He would make a way 
for my husband to retire from military service, and come to live at 


Enon.” 


23d. We received an agreeable visit from our worthy friend the 
Rev. Mr. Smith of Uitenhage. The following day he delivered a 
discourse to our Hottentots, on the Daily Word, which appeared to 
make a deep impression upon them, as their subsequent declarations 


sufficiently testified. 


In the course of the first week in Septenfber, we took an oppor- 
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tunity of distributing among some of our most needy families several 
articles of clothing for children, sent us by certain kind friends in 
England. The utmost gratitude was manifested for these acceptable 
gifts, and we were requested to convey the expression of it to their 
unknown benefactors. 

The complete restoration to health of Brother Lemmertz, after a 
second attack of his painful indisposition, excited general joy among 
all our Hottentots. In like manner they united with us in express- 
ing their best wishes for Sister Schmitt, who, on the 24th inst. attain- 
ed to the age of fifty years, and whose faithful services, we trust, 
they may long continue to enjoy. 

On the 114, Brother Lemmertz set out for Grahamstown, for the 
purpose of visiting those members of our congregations at Gnadent- 
hal, Groenekloof, and Enon, who are at present stationed there, in 
the performance of military duty. On the 17th we had the pleasure 
to see him return in safety. The following is an extract from his 
written account of this visit. 

‘* In reliance upon the help of my gracious Lord I undertook this 
important commission, and after travelling two nights, both of which 
I had to spend in my wagon, I reached the military post near Gra- 
hamstown, on the 13th inst. at noon. Here I was immediately re- 
ceived in the kindest manner by an English friend, formerly a ser- 
geant in the corps, and provided with a convenient apartment, where 
the Hottantots could visit me quite undisturbed. In speaking with 
many of them, I was rejoiced to find, that they had experienced the 
power of our Saviour’s grace, to preserve them amidst all the 
temptations and the bustle of the world; but it appeared from the 
confessions of others, that they had not proved faithful to that Friend, 
who had done so much for them, having on various occasions fallen 
into sin. Yet of many of these I could entertain hopes; for they 
seemed conscious of their deviation from the right way, and declared 
without reserve, that they had enjoyed no peace of mind either by 
day or by night. They were affectionately reminded of the willing- 
ness of Jesus to receive penitent sinners, and exhorted to turn to Him, 
for the pardon of their transgressions. 

‘* My visit lasted two days; and on the evening of each, I held a 
discourse to the Hottentots. The house consisted of three rooms, 
connected with each other, all of which were crowded with attentive 
hearers, and many persons were obliged to remain without. The 
Lord gave me freedom in addressing these poor people, to commend 
to them the great love of Jesus, who came to seek and save lost sin- 
ners. Several officers attended, and afterwards expressed satisfac- 
tion that the soldiers under their care had an opportunity afforded 
them of hearing the Gospel. There is, indeed,a promising field for 
usefulness at this place; about 800 Hottentots being here engaged in 
military service; most of whom appear truly desirous to be instruct- 
ed in the way of salvation. On the 15th, when I was preparing to 
set out on my journey homewards, the Hottentots belonging to our 
congregation assembled about my wagon, to whom I again delivered 
WOb. £2. 28 
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a short address, reminding them of the duty which they owed to that 
Saviour whose name they bore, and exhorting them to encourage 
each other to remain faithful to Him, and to let their light shine 
before men, agreeably to His word. At parting, they joined in sing- 
ing a verse, commending me to the protection of the Lord. On my 
part, I must own, that I felt an indescribable emotion at leaving this 
poor people, who are truly as sheep without a shepherd. May the 
Great and Good Shepherd, who laid down His life for the sheep, 
seek the wanderers, restore the sick and feeble. and preserve this 
little flock secure in His Almighty hand.” 

November 7th. In the evening, a particular meeting was held, to 
take leave of Brother Lemmertz and his wife, and commend them in 
prayer to the protection and grace of God, during their long and 
arduous journey to and from Europe. They set out on the following 
day with their two children, and will be joined at Gnadenthal and 
Groenekloof, by the remainder of the dear company, which they are 
to take in charge. Our Hottentots, who are extremely attached to 
them, accompanied them to a considerable distance, and were much 
affected at parting. 

The same day, a number of our people were invited to share in 
the spoils of an elephant, that had been killed the day before, by 
some men belonging to this place. -The Hottentots, who esteem the 
dried flesh of an elephant to be very palatable food, were very thank- 
ful to their Heavenly Father for this unexpected gift. We were 
likewise glad that the original captors, who are poor, would obtain a 
little ready money through this circumstance; the tusks of a large 
elephant selling for one hundred or more rix dollars. 

Shortly after, a dangerous serpent, five feet long, was killed quite 
close to our premises, by a fortunate blow on the head. We consi- 
dered it a great mercy that our children were not playing about at 
the time, for they could not easily have escaped from so swift and 
venomous a reptile. 

18th, was the funeral of Gertrude Paulus, who fell asleep in Jesus, 
yesterday evening. Her first husband was Daniel Antoni, with whom 
she came hither, at the very commencement of this Missionary 
station. Having learnt to know herself as a sinner, and experienced 
the blessings of Christ’s salvation, she was in a short time admitted 
to the various privileges of the Christian church. Her walk was in- 
deed worthy of the Gospel. This became particularly evident, 
when in the year 1819, she had the misfortune to be deprived of her 
husband, one of the nine unfortunate Hottentots murdered by the 
Caffres, at the destruction of the first settlement. She afterwards 
married again, and conducted herself in such a manner as to acquire 
the esteem of all who knew her. How much she was beloved by 
her family, the tears shed by her husband, Josefh Paulus, and her 
four children, as they followed her corpse to its resting-place, plain- 
ly testified. 
30th. We harvested the corn sown near our premises, and were 
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the more thankful for the abundant return, 4s it was the first attempt 
to produce it in that situation, which had succeeded. 

In the beginning of this month, our people destroyed two tigers, 
that had already done much mischief among our sheep and goats. A 
few days before, another animal of the same ferocious race had been 
torn in pieces by some dogs. 

December 4th. Our souls were refreshed by a blessed participation 
of the Lord’s Supper. 

15th. Brother Schmitt and his wife accompanied a Mr. Stretch, 
who, with his lady, had spent some time very agreeably at Enon, to 
Uitenhage. Mr. Stretch has been employed by Government, to 
make a survey of this district, from whom a map may hereafter be 
laid down. During his stay at Enon, he executed a regular plan of 
our settlement, with the premises and land surrounding it, of which 
he was so kind as to present us with a copy. 

The festival of Christmas was celebrated with joyful hearts, by 
our dear Hottentot flock ; calling to mind the great love of God our 
Saviour, in becoming a man for us, we brought to Him the offering 
of our souls and bodies, as a willing sacrifice. 

30th. We completed two houses, destined for two poor widows of 
this congregation. They have been built out of a fund, provided for 
us by some benevolent English friends, to whom we offer our warmest 
acknowledgments. 

The abundant harvest which has this year crowned the exertions 
of our Hottentots, is a blessing which calls for fervent gratitude to 
the Father of Mercies. There is a larger crop of both wheat and 
barley, than we have known for many years past. 

During the year 1824, there have been baptized at Enon, 15 adults 
and 19 children: 9 persons have been received into the congregation, 
12 admitted to the Holy Communion: 15 children have been born, 
69 persons have been permitted to live on the settlement: 8 have de- 
parted this life. 

At the close of the year, the numbers were as follows: 128 bap- 
tized adults, of whom 72 are communicants; 82 baptized children :— 
in all, 210 persons. Besides these, there are 29 candidates for bap- 
tism, and 89 new people and children, Total of inhabitants, $28 
persons. 

We commend ourselves and our Hottentot flock to the faithful in- 
tercession of our Brethren and friends. 

J. H. SCHMITT. 
ADAM HALTER. 
G. HORNIG. 
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Extract from the Corresfrondence of BapMa and Sopnom, two con~ 


verts to Christianity from the Moncou nation,* during the years 
1820 and 1821. 


INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 


In the Diary of the Mission among the Calmucks, given in a 
former number, mention is made of the happy effect produced on 
the mind of Sodnom, at his first awakening, by the example of 
the two Mongol Saisangs, Badma and Nontu, who had been 
brought to the knowledge of the truth at St. Petersburg. The 
letter of inquiry, which he wrote to them, in reference to this sub- 
ject, did not long remain unanswered. Greatly encouraged by Bad- 
ma’s reply, Sodnom wrote a second letter, and this led to an exten- 
sive correspondence between them, from which the following are 
extracts. It is believed that they will prove interesting to all who 
have followed, with anxious interest, the progress of the Calmuck 
Mission, since its re-commencement in 1815, and who have witness- 
ed its recent suspension, with teelings of regret and of sincere sym- 
pathy with the small flock of converts, now dispersed and deprived 
of the means of grace, which they so highly valued. 

It will be recollected that, at the time when Prince Serbedshab 
began to manifest a decided opposition to the Gospel, and to threaten 
Sodnom with expulsion from the horde, the latter undertook a jour- 
ney with Brother Schill, to a tribe of Calmucks belonging to the Tor- 
gut horde, from which his family originated. Here they found 
several individuals concerned for the salvation of their souls, who, in 
the sequel, came to the Choschut horde, among whom the Mis- 
sionaries resided. Not long after, the Prince sent orders to the 
Brethren and their converts, to quit his territory, which they were 
eventually compelled todo. The narrative of their emigration and 
settlement for a time on the island in the Wolga, near Sarepta, has 
lately been communicated. 


From Bapma to Sopnom. 


‘* Sr. PeTerssurG, January 6, 1820. 
** DEARLY BELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER IN THE LoRD. 
‘* Your letter of the 19th—} 1819, I received from the hands of 
my beloved teacher, J. J. Schmidt, with unbounded joy, in this blessed 





* Itis hardly necessary to remind the reader that the Calmucks of the Wolga 
and the Mongols of Southern Siberia and Chinese Tartary, (so called,) are 
originally one people, having the same religion, language, customs, and man- 
ner of life, and constituting a race entirely distinct from the Tartar nations, 
with whom they are not ‘infrequently confounded. Vide Pinkerton’s Geo- 
graphy.—Ed. ; 

+ ‘The date of the original is thus given; the 19th of the Swine-month, in 
the Hare-year. probably.the month of November. The Calmucks deno- 
minate all the months of the year, as well as the sffccessive years of a certain 
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place of the kingdom of God, where the pure knowledge of the only 
true God is continually increasing, through the translation of the 
Scriptures, and whence it spreads among many nations, for their 
everlasting benefit. I was immediately convinced that the writing 
on the paper was yours. ‘The joys which fill our breast, no man can 
take away from us; let us continue to enjoy them in cheerful depen- 
dence upon God. 

** All the religious systems invented by men, are transient and 
unstable, like a wave of the sea, and fleeting like the motion of a 
wheel; and yet they require the heaviest sacrifices: the votaries, 
even of the most generally received religions, are delivered up to the 
most painful sufferings, and the most hopeless despair. We likewise 
wandered about miserably in heathenish darkness, though we fancied, 
that we had the sun of religion shining around us. Oppressed by 
the impurity of the religion of Shakshamuni (the Chinese Fo,) fet- 
tered by the power, and ensnared by the wiles of a cheating priest- 
hood, partakers of our blindness, and far removed from the true 
light, we approached, with rapid steps, the gates of death. But now, 
that we have heard the pleasant voice of the good Shepherd, and 
learnt to know it, we willingly obey it, and are united unto Him. 
The flock of this good Shepherd forms but one fold; to Him, even 
Jesus Christ our Almighty Saviour, we have taken our refuge, and 
by Him we have been received. Thus have we escaped from the 
murderous hands of the hireling shepherds, and reached a place of 
security, whence they will not be able to expel us with all their 
wicked devices. 

‘* Ah! my most beloved friend! I lived for twenty years among 
the Burats of eastern Siberia, subject to the burdensome tyranny of 
the Burchan Shakshamuni; I perused diligently the Mongolian Sudur 
and other writings, believed in all these deceits with an undivided 
heart, and carried about. with me the pollution contained in them. 
But when I was enabled to compare with these the doctrines of true 
religion, and to examine the former according to truth, I was soon 
convinced of their poisonous nature. From the doctrines propagated 
by this deceiver, arose the present system of innumerable gods, of 
the infinite variety of transformations to which they are subject, and 
the perpetually recurring periods of their appearance in the world; 
all which have, for their sole object, the emolument of the Lamas 
and the priesthood in general, who are sinful creatures like ourselves, 
and pamper their bodies with ill-gotten plunder. 

**In the sequel, the priesthood turned the doctrines of Shak- 
shamuni still further to their own advantage, assumed higher powers, 
and required even greater honours to be paid to themselves than to 





period, by the names of different animals, real or imaginary. Thus, they 
have the Snake-month, the Tiger-month, the Fire-dragon-month, &c. It is 
to be regretted, that these dates, which Sodnom appears to have retained in 
his correspondence with the two Saisangs, have not been always explained 
in the German publication, whence the above is extracted. —Editor. 
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the son of Sododany.* For, are not the Dalai Lamas, and the 
ecclesiastical orders, considered as the source of all religious truth? 
Even at the present day, one class of the Calmuck nation goes about 
with shaven heads, with the proudest mien, and every external ap- 
pearance of dignity, as I have often witnessed among the Mongols of 
my Own country; to whose whole demeanour, the words of our Lord, 
in the 23d chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel, concerning the Scribes 
and Pharisees of His day, are remarkably applicable. Yet I am 
convinced that although Shakshamuni was the author of this system 
of deceit, whereby he has inflamed the fire of sin in the hearts of all 
his followers, he was himself aware that it could not be of long dura- 
tion: for does he not expressly say, that during the course of five 
hundred years, his religion would fall into decay, and be at length 
abolished? Here we have the testimony of Shakshamuni against him- 
self. But not so our blessed Saviour, who declares, that heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but not one jot or tittle of His word shall pass 
away. ‘Therefore, my Brother, since we have found the pearl of 
great price, and the treasure hid in a field, let us part with all our 
possessions, that we may enjoy this new and precious jewel, to the 
complete salvation of our souls. I believe that this will sound very 
hard to many among your people; some will tremble and quake, and 
others will listen with indifference: meanwhile, let our heart’s de- 
sire, and our prayer be, that they may be saved. May we all soon 
attain unto one faith, and behold the poisonous root of our old religion 
exposed, in all its bitterness, and the throne of the present domineer- 
ing system cast down and destroyed. May all who desire to know 
what happiness is, and to be delivered from error, hasten to seek 
after the knowledge of the only true faith. Oh! my dear friend, | 
desire from my very heart that we may be cleansed more and more 
from the defilement of sin, by the living fountain which flows from 
the only true God; that we may be baptized with fire, and born again 
by the operation of the Holy Spirit, that thus being freed from the 
power of sin, we may become the property of Jesus, and abide with 
Him and His Heavenly Father for ever. He will not leave us com- 
fortless (orphans:) He will come to us; yea, He is with us always, 
even to the end of the world. And what shall we say concerning the 
spread of His Gospel? It is as refreshing to the soul, as a cool and 
pleasant fountain of water, to one that is scorched with the burning 
heat of the sun. You, my beloved friend and fellow-partaker of this 
heavenly gift, possess much of this precious word, not merely for 
your own benefit, but for’ the glory of Christ’s holy name, who, if 
you confess Him before men, will also confess you before His Hea- 
venly Father. I wish to remain for ever united to you in the closest 
bonds of love, and to correspond with you frequently upon these im- 
portant subjects. I remain, with the greatest affection, your Brother, 
BADMA MORTCHIONAIN.” 





* Sododany was the father of Shakshamuni.—Vide Badma’s Second Letter. 
Editor 
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Bapma to Sopnom. 


**Sr. Peterssurc, October 18 1820. 

‘* My Dearest FriEnD Sopnom—Two letters have been address- 
ed by each of us to the other, since we first commenced our corres- 
pondence, and thereby manifested a desire to become mutually 
acquainted. Your last very welcome letter of the 22d of the Sheep- 
month, reached me on the 13th July, and tended greatly to my 
encouragement; for I was convinced, by its contents, that I might 
look upon you in future, not only as a personal, but also as a spiritual 
friend. Every one that is eager to obtain the prize set before him, 
avoids the bewildering path of this world, because he has discovered 
the true door. Whoever longs to keep the good Shepherd continual- 
ly in view, will not fail to remain in the enjoyment of the everlasting 
salvation of the Most High. Since the burden of our meek and lowly 
Saviour is so light, do ye also take this burden upon you, and learn 
of Him to be humble and lowly-minded. For He abideth the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. He hath created heaven and earth, 
and all that is therein, including the human race, and creatures of 
every kind. By His hand was man formed at the first, even~he who 
was the father of mankind. But men forsook their Creator, and 
slighted His law, and to save them from the power of death, an Al- 
mighty Saviour was necessary. But how shall we learn to know and 
find Him? this His Word reveals to us; for it assures us, that who- 
ever desires, with his whole heart, to attain to the knowledge of 
Him, is not far from it. 

‘* Many are the beautiful promises of this kind, which He has 
given us. Oh! that they might sink deep into our hearts! But 
when we turn to Shakshamuni, whom we once honoured as our 
leader, and in whom we trusted, and compare his religion, which in 
reality has neither beginning nor end, with the religion of Jesus, how 
great isthe contrast! In the Sudur (the sacred writings of the Cal- 
mucks,) we find the following account of the origin of things: The - 
whole earth came into existence of itself; and after men had appear- 
ed upon it, the Luh-chans, (aquatic beings, to whose agency they 
likewise ascribe the phenomena of thunder) formed the sun and moon 
out of the ocean. In like manner, the fabled mountain, called 
Sumer-Oula, of immeasurable magnitude and beauty, composed of 
gold, silver, and precious stones, and adorned with numerous thrones 
and steps, surrounded with seven golden mountains, the seven seas, 
and the kingdom of stringed instruments, all this wondrous mass is 
said to have arisen of itself, and to be now inhabited by a countléss 
host of Tengeris, Essuri, Churmusta, Aginista, and Assurinar. 
Further, we are informed, that the age of men was originally in- 
finite in duration, and that even after a degeneracy had commenced, 
it amounted to 80,000 years. To this period succeeded the water 
of Galab (the flood,) and the fire of Galab; and every successive 
period has been under the control and government of a Burchan, ap- 
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pointed by the great Burchan himself for that purpose. The last of 
these Burchans was the seventh. The age of man having at length 
dwindled to a thousand years, Shakshamuni, the son of Sododany, or 
Arion Idata, appeared on earth in Enedkek, from the kingdom of 
40 Tengeri, assuming the form of an elephant. He was born in the 
year of the male earth-dragon. In his sixteenth year, he took to 
wife the daughter of Bilouta Bamegegi, and immediately entered as 
Chan on the government of his kingdom. In his 29th year, he 
underwent severe penance at the source of the river Nairansa. In 
his 35th year, he sat on the stem of the sacred tree for several days, 
in pious meditation, at the end of which he was admitted to the 
dignity of Burchan in Enedkek, and was henceforth worshipped 
under the name of Shakshamuni. In his 36th year, he underwent 
the Ridi-transformation, turned the threefold wheel of religion, 
created all the living things in the universe, (or rather certain 
chimeras of his own brain, resembling them,) and said, ‘‘ I will now 
reveal to you the everlasting death. Nothing will continue to exist 
for ever, and although I am myself the perfect Trinity, I have be- 
come mortal as far as my body is concerned.” Thus did this Shak- 
shamuni, a sinful creature of flesh and blood, like ourselves, assume 
the name of the most High, rob Him of His glory, and declare ‘‘ I 
am the Saviour.” After misleading many souls, when he found, that, 
according to the will of the Almighty, it was impossible for him to 
remain immortal, he founded his new order of priesthood, the Lamas, 
giving them instruction, and providing them with the means neces- 
sary to carry on his system of deceit. Many being thus brought 
under his power, he spake these words, ‘‘ I will now prove to you 
the reality of a mortal state.” He died, and his body mouldered 
away to dust and ashes. And thus it is with his religion: the ardour 
of his votaries is already beginning to cool and to be dissipated; and 
we have certain information, at the present time, that many in 
Enedkek have forsaken the system of Shakshamuni, and have re- 
ceived the Christian faith. The kingdom is in the hands of another 
Chan, and now the Gospel is translated and dispersed, which is the 
word of undoubted truth. Hereby the prophecy will be fulfilled, 
which Shakshamuni himself wrote at random :—‘‘ The overthrow of 
my religion will commence in the east, and proceed westward: and 
at length all my votaries will cease to exist.” Thus having proved 
by his own example the truth of the doctrine of mortality, he will 
ere long behold his other sayings meet with a like accomplishment. 
Now I will give you the opposite of this picture. 

‘* Our true Saviour, Jesus Christ, did not think it necessary to 
prove to us the doctrine of a never-ending mortality: on the other 
hand, he gave up His own holy body into the hands of wicked men, 
and bore the punishment of all our sins, that He might open a way 
for men to escape death, and live for ever. As a type of the resur- 
rection, He Himself rose from the dead on the third day, displayed 
His glorious signs to His followers, and became an ensign to the 
whole world. He has taught us in His word,*how we may attain to 
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immortality, saying, ‘‘ J am the Resurrection and the Life, he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. And whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” And again, that we 
may take out of the fulness of his grace, and find the strait road to 
happiness, He tells us in His word, that He has not only become the 
Captain of our Salvation, and our judge, but in order to deliver us 
from the pollution of this evil world, He has given us His Holy Spirit. 
lhe infinitely light and easy yoke of His grace will never be esteem- 
ed heavy or oppressive by true believers. Wherever we are, or 
however employed, whether in solitude or among a crowd of people, 
on a journey, or in the midst of enemies, at home or abroad, in 
health or in sickness, in business, or at any period of our lives, we 
may consider these things, make them the subject of our prayer, and 
the means of profit to others. Verily, it is a religion, adapted to 
the circumstances of all mankind, to whatever condition or race they 
may belong. 

‘*T cannot help wondering that your Calmucks continue to chatter 
so much nonsense and absurdity about a Sumer-Oula, and the like. 
Has none of them seen a representation of this earth, which has 
been actually measured with the hand and eye of Europeans, well 
versed in the sciences? How many of their learned men have sailed 
round the world, on the surface of the great ocean, and what a num- 
ber of islands, languages, and nations have they not discovered? And 
do you think it possible, that they should not hitherto have chanced 
upon this wonderful Sumer-Oula, this mass of gold, silver, and pre- 
cious stones, with its seven golden mountains and seas, and the four 
small continents said to exist in the sea, close to this earth? Had the 
Europeans really found a mountain so rich in gold and silver, they 
would soon have broken it in pieces, and left not one morsel of gold 
behind them; and as for the Tengeri, they would have attacked 
them, and made them obedient to their orders. Besides every place 
on this earth is well known to the educated inhabitants of Europe; 
they have given a name to every mountain, every sea, and every 
stream and river :—nay, even the courses of the sun and moon and 
the stars of heaven, they are able to calculate, with their respective 
periods. 

‘* Yet, though the Europeans are so much superior to us, even 
they are unable to comprehend the whole of the creation. No man 
can measure or explain the works of an Almighty Creator :—He 
Himself is alone able to do this. Ah! my friend! because you 
honour Jesus, the true Saviour and the Son of the Most High, and 
the Father also, you are His disciple; and as He has promised to be 
ever with His followers, I wish, from my heart, that you may be 
enabled to spread the knowledge of His saving word among your 
people, teach them His way, and put His easy yoke upon them ;— 
yea, that all who are now subjected to the heavy yoke and the bur- 
densome statutes of Shakshamuni, may soon be converted to the Most 
High. Always bear in mind that the words which you may speak 
and teach, are not your words, but that it is God who speaks by your 
VOLE. tts 29 
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mouth. Should the jealous and hostile priesthood 





endeavour to dis- 


turb us in the performance of these sacred duties, and to confuse the 


minds of others, in order to raise from the dust 


the dead body of 


Shakshamuni, and to sanctify it, remember, there is a power which 


can curb the pride, even of these blood-suckers. 


Only write to me 


freely on the subject :—the great men here will not leave you un- 
protected, and give you a prey to the priesthood. Why need we fear 
him who has power only to destroy the body ?—ought we not rather 
to fear Him, who can destroy the soul, and deliver it up to eternal 


death? 


‘* Continue cheerful and of good courage :—stedfast and immove- 
able through the power of faith. This is the fervent wish and prayer 


of him who is united with you through the mighty 


name of our Sa- 


viour Jesus Christ, the chief of one of the tribe of the Mangolian 


Burats. 
SAISANG BADMA MORT 
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CHIONAIN.” 


OF BROTHER HENRY MARSVELD, 
Who departed at Gnadenthal, South Africa, September 8, 1822. 


(TRANSLATED PROM THE GERMAN.) 


TueE following circumstances of his life, drawn up by himself, are 


collected from his papers. 
I was born November 9, 1745, at Gouda, in Hol 


land. My parents 


being poor, I was obliged in early life to work for my living, and was 
thereby in a great measure deprived of the advantages of a good 


school education. Before I was nine years old, I 


was placed as an 


apprentice with a tailor. The circumstance of my master,s being 


addicted .o habitual swearing, was both new and 


very disagreeable 


to me, as I had never heard expressions of this kind in my parents’ 


house. Aftera stay of about five years with him, I 


was providential- 


ly placed with another master, of a different character, who took 
care to have me instructed in the saving truths of the Christian 
religion. In my nineteenth year my mother departed this life in a 
very happy frame of mind. Shortly before her departure she ob- 
served to her children: “ sorrow not for me, for I am divinely con- 
vinced, that I am going to happiness; but strive to live so, that we 


May meet again before the throne of God.” ‘T 
words I never forgot. 


hese her parting 


After some time I went to Rotterdam to work at my trade. Dur- 
ing my stay in that city I lost much time in seeking to enjoy the 
pleasures of this vain world; and as I engaged in several employ- 
ments, after having relinquished my business, I got much entangled 
with the vanities of the world. But the time was approaching, in 


which the good and faithful Shepherd caused me t 


o hear his moni- 
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tory voice. I was in the habit of spending much time with two 
young men, in singing songs not calculated to promote good feelings 
or a holy life. We met regularly for this purpose. Once it hap- 
pened, that one of our company did not come; and upon my asking 
the other one, “ where he thought our companion might be?” he 
answered: “ who can tell, where and how that wicked fellow is en- 
gaged !”” These words struck me forcibly, and I began to consider, 
that if a worldly minded person must view my companion in such a 
light, how must I be looked upon by the good and pious? I left my 
company abruptly, retired to my room, and with many tears prayed 
to God for pardon. I was determined to frequent the church, and 
to read instructive and edifying books; but although I thus acquired 
an outward apearance of piety, I was frequently overcome by tempta- 
tion, and often troubled in conscience. 

Once in the evening, as I was sitting alone in an arbour, and mus- 
ing upon my past life, I was suddenly deeply struck with a feeling 
of my sinfulness. All my sins appeared before my eyes, as if writ- 
ten in flaming characters. My heart felt piercing anguish, and my 
eyes were bathed in tears. I knelt down, and cried incessantly: 
** Jesus, Jesus, have mercy upon me!”’ My cries were heard, and I 
began to perceive a ray of comfort, and felt, that I should not be ex- 
cluded from sharing in the precious merits of Christ. I fervently 
prayed for the experience of grace, and that the Lord would direct 
me to discover the wickedness of my heart. Conscience soon gave 
me to understand, that my most grievous sin, was hypocrisy. To 
explain this, I must observe, that in my correspondence with my 
relations, who were truly awakened, and had some acquaintance 
with the Brethren, I had pretended to have experienced the same, 
as they had; and thus, disguising my true character, had most un- 
justly assumed the appearance of a converted sinner. On this ac- 
count I was now exceedingly distressed; yet my gracious Saviour 
gave me the assurance, that He would pardon this sin also. 

The change, which now took place in my whole conduct, was too 
great, to remain unnoticed; and in consequence of it I had soon to 
feel the sneers of the ungodly. But this burden was light, for I felt 
the peace of God in my soul. After the departure of my father, who 
died as a believer in Jesus, I returned to Gouda, where I again fol- 
lowed my trade. My brother and sister, with whom I staid, being 
acquainted at Zeist, I paid a visit to that congregation at Christmas. 
Both the public meetings, although, being held partly in the German 
language, I did not understand all, that was spoken, and the private 
intercourse with the late Brother Libish, were of blessing to me. 
From this period I felt a strong desire to become a member of the 
Brethren’s Church. After having spent some time at home again, 
I made known my request, but was advised for the present rather 
to remain at Gouda, where opportunities would not be wanting, to 
let my light shine among my neighbours. During this period I had 
occasionally to bear reproach for the truth’s sake; many unfounded 
rumours having been put in circulation to the disadvantage of the 

















998 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF 


Brethren, I, together with my brother and sister, and other awaken 
ed persons at Gouda, had to take our share of these calumnies, and 
were even more than once publicly assailed with opprobrious epithets; 
but that gracious Lord, who had shed abroad in our heats his peace, 
comforted us abundantly amidst revilings. 

My sister soon after obtained leave, to join the congregation at 
Neuwied, by which circumstance my own wish, to live at Zeist re- 
vived again, and I made application for this privilege. After some 
time I was invited to pay a visit to Zeist, and accordingly repaired 
thither. As it was the solemn season, in which the sufferings, 
death, and glorious resurrection of our Saviour are particularly com- 
memorated, I spent the time in much enjoyment for my soul. On 
Easter Monday I received the long wished for permission, to remain 
among the Brethren at Zeist. This happened in the year 1775. 

For some time my path continued most pleasant; my soul found 
rich food at the meetings and I was truly happy. But I had yet to 
grow more in that self-knowledge, which teaches us to be humble, 
rather than to be too ready in discovering the faults of our Brethren 
and judging without meekness. However, through the faithfulness 
of the Spirit of God, and the kind instructions of those, to whom I 
looked for advice in spiritual distresses, I overcame this enemy of 
my peace also. 

November the 9th I had the privilege, to partake for the first 
time of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with the congregation, 
and I still recollect, with gratitude to our Saviour, the abundant 
blessings, which my heart received on that solemn occasion. 

But the Lord’s thoughts over me were indeed most gracious, and 
the way, He pointed out for me, such as I had never anticipated. 
At the Synod in 1789, it was deterimed to attempt the renewal of the 
Mission among the Hottentots in South Africa. This resolution was 
made known publicly at a meeting of the cougregation. I was forci- 
bly struck in my mind with the destitute and forlorn situation 
of that people; so that I could not help for a considerable time to 
remember them in my meditations. Yet I had no distinct thought, 
that it would please the Lord, to call me to this work, being in my 
own mind convinced of my insufficiency. However, after the neces- 
sary steps had been taken, and the renewal of the mission agreed 
npon with the consent of the Dutch East India Company, I had no 
rest, day or night, until I conversed upon the subject with the la- 
bourer of the single Brethren. My mind was thus prepared, when 
in February 1792, I was called to serve the Lord in the missionary 
work, about to be recommenced among the Hottentots. My resolu- 
tion was therefore soon taken; and under a sense of my own insuffi- 
ciency, but a powerful conviction of the divine aid, I accepted of the 
appointment. In company with Brother Daniel Swinn, who had been 
called to the same service, I set out for Herrnhut, at which place 

Brother Christian Kuchnel, the third of our little band, was to join 
us. May 2d, we were ordained Deacons of the Brethren’s Church, 
on which occasion, the text appointed for the day; “ /rom the utter- 
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most part of the Earth have we heard songs, evenmglory to the Righ- 
teoas,”” (Isaiah xxiv. 16,) appeared well calculated to excite our 
hearts to a lively hope, that the Lord would crown with success our 
feeble endeavours among a benighted race. After having received the 
necessary instruction as to our future labours, and being commended 
by the congregation to the protection and grace of the Lord, we re- 
turned by the way of Barby to Zeist; and after a short stay in that 
congregation, repaired to Amsterdam. Although we went on board 
the vessel on the 25th of June, we could not sail before July 11th. 
During our voyage we richly experienced the blessings, contained in 
our Saviour’s promise: “ J am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world.”? Notwithstanding some dangers in the British Channel, 
our voyage was upon the whole prosperous ; and on the 23d of No- 
vember, we went on shore at Capetown, truly thankful to our Al- 
mighty Preserver for the mercies vouchsafed unto us amidst dangers 
and difficulties, and fervently intreating Him to instruct and strengthen 
us for the work, upon-which we were about to enter. 
We met with a kind reception on the part of the officers of go- 
vernment, to whom we had been recommended by letters, and re- 
ceived strong assurances of their countenance and support in our 
endeavours to spread the Gospel among the Hottentots. At the house 
of the venerable Lawrence Smith, I beheld, for the first time, one of 
that people, and my heart felt a tenderness of affection for him 
and the whole nation; which caused me inwardly to cry to our Lord in 
their behalf. We spent about a month in the town, where our ar- 
rival had occasioned considerable surprise; and were then directed 
to go to Soetemelks-valley, the residence of Mr. Martin Theunis. 
This gentleman conducted us, December 24th, to Bavian’s- Kloof, and 
showed us the spot, on which our late Brother George Schmidt had 
lived from 1737 till 1739, having collected around him a small flock 
of believers. After viewing the ruins of his dwelling, and the rem- 
nants of his industry with peculiar feelings, we retired singly to solitary 
prayer; upon meeting again, we all exclaimed at the same time: 
** Ths is the place !”’ feeling a powerful conviction, that on this very 
spot the Saviour would be glorified in those, who should become His 
property. Soon after we had the joy, to see the aged Hottentot wo- 
man Lena, who had been baptized by our late Brother Schmidt. 
She immediately sent for the New Testament, in which that Brother 
had taught her to read. She was indeed blind now; but a young 
Hottentot girl, who had received instruction in reading from a former 
pupil of brother Schmidt, read alond part of the history of the na- 
tivity of our Saviour. This was the first opportunity afforded us, of 
speaking to the Hottentots of the council of God concerning our 
salvation, through Christ’s coming into the flesh to save sinners. 
And our Lord caused us to feel his peace and the unction of His 
Spirit, so that we rejoiced at having been permitted to see this day. 
In the beginning of the ensuing year, 1793, we commenced the build- 
ing of the first house at Gnadenthal ; and under the blessing of God 
the house was completed in two months’ time, so that on the 3d of 





230 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF BROTHER HENRY MARSVELD. 


March we were able to enter the same, dedicating it solemnly with 
prayers and tears to that Lord, at whose call we were here, and 
under whose guidance we desired to spend our days in His service. 
The following day we commenced a school, and entered fully upon our 
missionary labours. Our gracious Saviour was pleased to bless our 
endeavours even beyond our anticipation, so that on the 19th of July, 
already 1 had the favour to admit a Hottentot woman into the church 
of Christ by holy baptism. My heart was filled with a lively hope, 
that in this place surely a congregration of believers would be 
gathered. 
(Thus far from the papers of our late Brother.) 

His fellow-labourers in the mission among the Hottentots add the 
following: 

The hope of our venerable Brother, arising in his heart by occa- 
sion of the first baptismal act in this place, was not put to shame, 
and he lived to see abundant fruit produced from the good seed of 
the word of the cross. During the first years of his labours, crowds 
of ignorant Hottentots repaired hither, filled with a desire of being 
directed into the way of salvation. The power of the Spirit accom- 
panied the words of the missionaries; the work increased rapidly, and 
frequently it pleased the Lord to add to the church by baptism such, 
as should be saved. Some trials, however, were permitted by the 
wisdom of God, well calculated to prove their sincerity and faith. 
The years 1795 and 96 were distinguished as seasons of trials. Dur- 
ing the former the enemies to the mission succeeded in compelling 
the missionaries, to leave their dear little flock for a season, and they 
were obliged to flee to town for safety; and during the latter a band 
of wicked men had fully determined upon the assassimation of the 
Brethren. But their councils came to nought, and the Lord averted 
all harm, so that the wicked designs of men even became eventually 
beneficial to the promotion of the cause. June 4th, 1800, our late 
Brother was joined in holy matrimony with sister J. R. Shaeffer, 
whom he found a faithful and devoted handmaid of the Lord’s, and 
with whom, although not blessed with children, he lived happy until 
his departure. His good constitution enabled him to continue his 
labours with great vigour and activity, until the year 1818, when the 
infirmities of declining life began to impede his former active exer- 
tions. In April of that year he adminstered the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism for the last time ; and this proved the conclusion of his public 
labours; he had had the favour of administering this Sacrament to 
417 adults and children. Still, however, he continued usefully and 
blessedly engaged in holding classes and in frequent private inter- 
course with individuals. Since 1820, however, in which year he 
suffered very severely by sickness, his debility increased so much, as 
to oblige him to retire from all public engagements. At the beginning 
of August he was taken seriously ill, and he anticipated immediately, 
that this sickness would terminate in death, which he looked forward 
to with cheerful confidence and firm hope. His conversations were 
truly edifying, and even after the gradual failure ef his mental facul- 
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ties, when dozing in an apparent state of insensibility, his soul was evi- 
dently engaged in that cause, in which he had been a faithful servant 
of the Lord for nearly thirty years. Previous to the decline of his 
faculties, in a conversation with one of his fellow-labourers, he with 
much tenderness of feeling took leave of him, and requested him to 
salute all friends most cordially; he then took him by the hand, 
kissed him, and said: ‘‘ We shall meet again in the presence of our 
Saviour.” His departure was gentle and peaceful; he fell asleep in 
Jesus September 8, after a pilgrimage on earth of seventy-eight years 
and ten months. 

How much our late Brother was beloved by our congregation, and 
generally esteemed throughout the colony, many expressions of affec- 
tions towards him, both verbally and by letters, testify. His wish 
was, that as little as possible might be recorded of his labour in the 
Lord’s vineyard; for although his talents were conspicuous, and the 
faithful application of them apparent, he used to declare in the true 
spirit of a servant of Christ, that the mission among the Hottentots 
was as evidently a work of the Lord’s own hand, that it would be a 
sin, to ascribe any of its success to any man. 

Nor is it at all necessary, to act contrary to his wish; for his faithful 
labours can not be forgotten. The history of Gnadential is in some 
measure the history of the latter part of his life; and this place, 
where his mortal remains now rest, a place which he assisted in 
changing from a wilderness into a garden of the Lord, and where his 
testimony of the love of God in Christ was blessed to many souls, is 
indeed the fairest visible monument of his pious zeal and persevering 
faithfulness in the work of the Lord. 





Some account of the General Synod of the United Brethren’s Church 
assembled at Herrnhut in Saxony, from May 30th to August 18th, 
1825. 


Pursuant to a resolution of the last General Synod of the United 
Brethren’s Church, held at Herrnhut, in the year 1818, the present 
Synod was convened by circulars from the Board of Elders of the 
Unity, to whom the general superintendance of the church is com- 
mitted in the interval between the General Synods, to meet at Herrn- 
hut on the 30th day of May, 1825. 

Besides the members constituting that board, the Bishops, Civil 
Seniors and other persons, who, by the constitution of the church 
are officially members of our Synod, deputies from the different 
established congregations are appointed to represent them on such 
occasions, which, when met together, constitute that assembly; 
usually attended besides as guests not entitled to vote, by a number 
of other Brethren and Sisters, either actively employed in the church 
or lately returned from missions. It not rarely happens that more 
than one congregation sees proper to appoint the same person their 
deputy, which will account for the circumstance of the number of 
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voting members not being greater on the present occasion. This 
number amounted to thirty-three only, some of the Bishops and other 
official members being likewise prevented from appearing. Six 
Brethren attended regularly as guests together with twenty-four 
Sisters. 

On the day before mentioned the meeting of the Synod was solemn- 
ly opened, in the name of the former Board of Elders of the Unity, 
by Brother Jean Baptiste de Albertini, Bishop of the Brethren’s 
church, who, after a fervent prayer and appropriate address, formal- 
ly resigned_into the hands of the assembled Synod the charge, which 
had by the former Synod been committed to that board. It appear- 
ed that only four of the ten Brethren who had been appointed to this 
important trust by the last Synod, have survived to be present at this 
time, six of them having in the intervel of seven years happily com- 
pleted their course and entered into the realms of bliss above. The 
two first vacancies, which occurred, had been supplied with new 
members, elected agreeably to the Constitution by the Board of 
Elders in the different congregations. The four last had not been 
supplied, on account of the near approach of the General Synod, so 
that the Board had latterly consisted of six Brethren only. The 
duty of expressing to them the warmest thanks of the assembly, for 
the faithful discharge of their arduous commission, was asssigned to 
Brother Ludolf Fabrizius, who was instructed to add the request, 
that the board would continue to transact the current business, in 
the name of the Synod, during its present session; to which request 
a cheerful assent was given. 

Hereupon the Synod was duly organized by the appointment of a 
president and assistants, together with twelve Brethren to take turns 
in taking down the minutes of its daily transactions. Brother Fre- 
deric Lewis Kelbing was elected and appoved as the president of the 
Synod. 

After it had been resolved to constitute the written resolutions 
of the former Synod, the basis, on which to proceed in the discus- 
sion of the manifold and important subjects of deliberation devolving 
on the present assembly, it proceeded to take every chapter of 
these resolutions, in succesion, into the most mature consideration. 
Under each head, besides the personal motions and observations of 
the members, the numerous communications in writing relating to 
the subject in the charge of the different deputies from conferences, 
congregations, and individuals, were duly considered, amicably dis- 
cussed, and such resolutions adopted, as appeared best calculated to 
answer the sincere. desire evident in them all—for the furtherance of 
the welfare of the Brethren’s Unity. It was pleasing and edifying 
in the highest degree, to observe the general unanimity and cordiality 
with which these were adopted, even in such cases where great 
diversity of opinion had appeared in the first instance, after a 
brotherly discussion and patient hearing of every remark bearing on 
the questions; and we may truly say, that a spirit of forbearance and 
readiness to abandon individual conceptions, Which on due examina- 
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tion proved not likely to answer the proposed end characterised our 
deliberations; which leads us to hope that the Lord will deign gra- 
ciously to smile upon our sincere endeavours to promote his good 
work amoung us. It will be readily conceived, that many subjects 
of extreme difficulty, both as regards the internal deficiencies ob- 
servable among us, and in no less degree, as regards the external 
embarrassments which many of our congregations and in consequence 
thereof the whole Unity is labouring under—came under considera- 
tion and frequently occasioned great anxiety and distress of mind. 
We cannot, however, refrain from expressing the deepest sense of 
gratitude towards our Lord and Saviour for the ample comfort which 
he most graciously imparted to us, by manifold instances of his divine 
assistance, and we trust, that his countenance will continue to shine 
upon that small flock of His, which he has been pleased to assemble 
in the fold of our little Church—as long as we own Him as our Head 
and Shepherd and strive to follow his precepts. Among the most 
cheering instances of the Lord’s continued favour, we justly consider 
the gracious countenanue He has not ceased to show our feeble efforts 
to spread the knowledge of His saving gospel among the heathen na- 
tions. 

The reports communicated from our different missions in Green- 
land, Labrador, North and South America, the West India Islands 
and South Africa were almost universally calculated to inspire us 
with the warmest gratitude towards our God, who so signally sup- 
ports and prospers a work, the extent of which, to appearance, would 
evidently transcend the means of a seciety so small as ours. More 
than thirty-three thousand converts from heathen nations, are at this 
time in different regions under the special care and guidance of the 
Brethren; and seven new establishments for missionary purposes have 
been effected since the last Synod. No less than one hundred and 
twenty-seven persons, during the same period received and accepted 
calls to the service of our missions. Unexpected and uusought, but 
altogether most essential aid has been received from Christian 
friends of other denominations, towards a cause, which otherwise 
could have scarcely been sustained. The assistance of several parti 
cular associations among our own members, such as the Societies for 
the Furtherance of the Gospel among the Heathen, at London and in 
North America, has become more and more efficacious. Unto the 
Lord be rendered praise, for it is of his mercy that this has been 
done. 

In like manner the Synod found great reason to be grateful for 
the signal blessings which the Lord continues to bestow on the dif- 
ferent seminaries for education, through means of which, we strive 
to render ourselves useful to our fellow-christians. A number of 
pupils exceeding thirteen hundred, committed to the care of the 
Brethren in the different boarding schools established in our con- 
gregations on the European continent, in the British Islands, and the 
United States of America, are, we trust, for the most part now im- 
Von. 11, 30 
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proving in useful knowledge and imbibing principles of religion and 
morality, which will one day prove invaluable to them. 

Very great too is the blessing attendant upon the endeavours of 
the Brethren in divers parts of the continent of Europe to become 
serviceable to the dispersed Christian souls, that seek for nourish- 
ment of their faith and love by spiritual communion with those, who 
are of the same disposition. In the British Islands and North Ame- 
rica the Brethren have frequent opportunities of preaching the Gos- 
pel in places where no regular congregations exist, not without 
ample proofs of the Lord’s blessing attendant thereon. The duty 
not to neglect these is peculiarly incumbent in the United States of 
America, where the means of diffusing Christian knowledge and 
edification among the increasing population, are solely dependant on 
the exertions of the different communities of Christians; and where 
other churches actually direct great part of their energies to that 
desirable object. 

After all subjects of a general nature had been most maturely 
considered, and the individual affairs of the different congregations 
examined by committees appointed for the purpose, the Synod pro- 
ceeded to the choice of ten Brethren to constitute the future Board 
of Elders of the Unity, to whom its general administration is en- 
trusted, until the time of the next General Synod arrives, which was 
eventually fixed to be in the year, 1836. The Brethren J. B. de 
Albertini, Frederic L. Keelbing, Gottlob M. Schneider, Hans Wied, 
Samuel Christlieb Reichel, Niels Amtrup, John B. Holmes, Joh. 
Dan. Roemer, John R. Plitt, and Peter F. Curie, (the four last new 
members) were chosen and commissioned, and are most solemnly 
recommended to the confidence and the prayers of all the members 
of the church. For the British Islands, the Pennsylvania and adja- 
cent congregations, and for North Carolina the functions of general 
superintendance of their respective provinces were again committed 
to Provincial Conferences, authorised by the Board of Elders of the 
Unity. Brother de Albertini was announced to the Synod, by the 
new Board just constituted, after its first meeting as the president 
thereof. 

It appeared that there are at present nine Bishops of the church 
still living, viz. C. S. Dober, Samuel Benade, Jacob Van Vleck, C. 
G. Hueffel, John Baptiste de Albertini, F. Benj. Beichel, G. M. 
Schneider, Fed. W. Foster, and Andrew Benade; the three first of 
whom are no longer in activity on account of age and infirmity. 
Four of these reside in Germany, two in the British Islands, and 
three in the United States of America. Since the last Synod five 
Bishops have departed this life, viz. Herman Richter, Thomas 
‘More, Godfrey Cunow, C. G. Reichel and Wilhadus Fabrizius. 

Towards the close of the present Synod four Brethren, viz. Hans 
Wied, John Ludolph Fabrizius, John Beck Holmes, and Peter F. 
Curie where chosen and consecrated Bishops of the United Brethren’s 
church, and Brother Lewis de Schweinitz was chosen and ordained 
a Civil Senior of the church. - 
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The day on which this solemn consecration took place, the 18th 
day of August, was the day on which the transactions of the Synod 
were brought to a final close and the assembly dissolved. The pre- 
sident having delivered an address, in which he summed up the mani- 
fold testimonies gratefully received of the gracious presence of the 
Lord in this assembly, the members separated with feelings of love 
and faternal union, which cannot be described, after fervently uniting 
in supplications to the Lord our God to pour down plentifully His 
blessings upon the church, and in a particular manner to bless the 
endeavours of the Synod to further His divine work among us. 

From the admonitory epistle addressed by the Synod, to the dif- 
ferent congregations upon their internal state, the following extract 
is subjoined. 

** Conceiving the time of a General Synod of the church peculiar- 
** ly fitted ‘ that we may consider one another, to provoke unto good 
** works,’ we wish to press upon your minds some important consi- 
**derations. Your assembled representatives could not be at a loss 
**to recognize, what ought to be the state of things among us, to 
** enable our Saviour fully to accomplish his purposes of peace with 
** each individual, old and young, appertaining to this fold of His, 
** which He condescends to own as such, notwithstanding our mani- 
** fold deficiencies. 

‘* They, therefore, fervently pray, that He would vouchsafe to 
** open the ears of all our Brethren and Sisters to hear, what the 
** Spirit saith unto the churches—and to render them ready, cordially 
** to meet the endeavours of the servants of church to direct all our 
** concerns into such a course, as may be well pleasing in His sight. 

**Q! that our children may more universally be brought up in the 
** nurture and admonition of the Lord, in such a manner, that we 
“* suffer our tender affection towards them to be tempered by a firm- 
“ness of purpose in their control, which may habituate them to 
‘* obedience and industry; may obstinate self-will on their part be 
** ever subdued in due time; and every thing tending to render them 
‘* bodily or mentally effeminate be carefully avoided: may the pure en- 
** joyment of the innocent pleasures of childhood never be cloyed by 
** superabundance: may all parents and others to whom their educa- 
** tion is instrusted, ever regard it as their most sacred duty to make 
“‘them early acquainted with their Creator and -~Redeemer; nor ne- 
** elect family worship, the frequnt and judicious use of the Scrip- 
** tures, occasional narrations calculated to impress them with pro- 
** per conceptions of the love of the Saviour towards children, or any 
‘** other means which may imbue their tender minds with sentiments 
‘‘ of love towards Him! May, above all things, every good precept 
“‘ urged upon children be rivetted and rendered effective by the good 
‘* example of those that impart it—for how readily the contrary will 
** efface all beneficial effect, is daily taught by sad experience. 

‘* The success of such faithful. efforts to lay a good foundation in 
‘*the heart of children in their most tender years, will greatly 
‘* facilitate the endeavours of the Spirit of God to preserve them in 
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‘**the hours of temptation, incident to a@ more advanced freriod of 
‘* youth. The clearer and more lasting conceptions,of the love of God 
**in Christ Jesus, of which maturér youth is susceptible, will prove 
**to them a potent shield against the power of sin—and even should 
‘‘any unfortunately go astray, such recollections will enable the 
** good Shepherd more readily to find and reclaim them. O that 
** nothing may be left undone on our part, to promote the good work 
** within them at such times. For great indeed are the perils which 
** encompass the days of youth, not only from within, by reason of 
** natural depravity, but likewise from without, through the tempta- 
** tion of the world and the things which are of the world. We re- 
** sard as among the most formidable of these—such books or music, 
** the tendency of which is destructive of sound principles; social 
*‘intercourse and conversation of a contaminating kind; indul- 
** gencies of vanity and outward display and the suggestions of that 
** spirit of the world, which rejects all wholesome discipline. May 
** we succeed through the assistance of God, in keeping ourselves 
** free from all these snares and protecting our youth against their 
** dangerous tendency! When arrived at years of maturity, may the 
** firm and decided direction of our minds towards heaven become 
** proportionably matured, seeking that which is above, and in com- 
** parison thereof, setting no value on things below. Then would 
‘* we be preserved from all wordly ways of thinking, from being 
**absorbed in the pursuit of earthly things, and from the trouble 
** and anxiety incident to such endeavours, as are not unmixed with 
** sinful motives. Our houses and families would then universally 
‘*be temples of God, in which the Lord himself would deign to 
** dwell, taking into His arms, and blessing the children, teaching His 
**commandments to the parents, and imparting peace and grace 
** throughout every department. 

** Unto our widowed Brethren and Sisters, he would then prepare 
**in the days of their advanced age, after a life spent in His com- 
** munion, a sweet Sabbath of rest, through the enjoyment of His 
**heavenly peace. All ages and sexes, would then evidently come 
‘*nearer the gaol, which their sacred calling in Christ Jesus our 
** Lord, holds out to them, and with new life and spirit would attune 
** unto Him their grateful hallelujahs. 

** Therefore, dear Brethren and Sisters, let us forsake, whatever 
** may beguile us of such a reward! Let us consider all sinful things 
** as equally condemnable before God! Not only the lust of the eyes 
**and the flesh, the pride of life, drunkenness and intemperance— 
** but in like manner all slanderous communication, all contempt and 
** derision of sacred things, all hypocrisy, all untruth, covetousness; 
** let us flee them all and cast off the works of darkness and put on 
*“*the armour of light. Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
** things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
** pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
** report, if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, let us think 
‘* of these things and the God of peace will be with us. Now the 
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‘* very God of peace, sanctify us wholly, that our whole spirit and 
** and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of the 
‘* Lord Jesus. Faithful is He that calleth us, who also will do it. 
** Amen.” 

Given in the General Synod of the United Brethren’s Church at 
Herrnhut, August 18th 1825. 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 


WEST INDIES—DANISH ISLANDS. 


St. CROIX. 


From letters of Brother Sybrecht, dated July 2d, it appears that 
the congregation at Friedensthal is in a prospering state, both as re- 
gards its growth spiritual, and also its increase in numbers. - Not 
unfrequently negroes, who have been baptized as infants in other 
churches, make known to the missionaries their earnest desire to 
devote themselves to Jesus, and to taste his full salvation; nor are 
such applicants wanting, who have hitherto lived without the least 
knowledge of the love of God, manifested in Christ. Seasons of 
sickness and other afflictions are often made use of by the Spirit of 
God, to awaken those, who have fallen into a lukewarm state of 
heart, to renew spiritual life and more fervency in striving to make 
sure their calling and election of grace. 

In reference to the late destructive hurricane, Brother Boenhof of 
Friedensfeld mentions, in letters dated August 17th, that it raged 
with much greater violence on the western coast of: the Island, than 
on the eastern. Many negro dwellings were blown down, and most 
of the windmills considerably injured; the stoutest trees could not 
resist the power of the tempest, and were either snapped off or torn 
up with the roots: had it continued much longer, it is probable, that 
few houses would have remained standing. The missionaries, to- 
gether with the negroes, belonging to the church, had by great 
exertions succeeded in repairing a considerable part of the injured 
buildings, 

Brother and Sister Ederman had safely arrived at St. Thomas in 
October, and subsequently repaired to St. Groix. 


RRITISH ISLANDS. 


ANTIGUA. 

A letter of Brother Richter at St. Johns, dated September 2d, 
mentions the first visit paid that part of his diocese by the Bishop of 
the English Episcopal church lately arrived; in consequence of it 
several regulations were adopted in all the parishes throughout the 
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Islands, relative to the instruction of the blacks. Catechists have 
been appointed, whose duty it is to catechise children and young peo- 
ple not only on Sunday in the church, but also on the plantations. It 
is not improbable, that by this measure the number of attendants at 
the missionary schools at Grace-bay and Cedar-hall, will be some- 
what diminished. Brother Richter* had recovered in some degree 
from a severe attack of sickness, Brother Vewdy begins to suffer 
from the infirmities of age; and Brother ScAil/ had been afflicted by 
an inflammation of the throat, but was recovering. 





JAMAICA. 


THE missionary work at the several stations on this Island con- 
tinues to prosper under the blesssing of God; at ew Eden and Fair- 
Jield especially a considerable number of new applicants come for- 
ward and request instruction in the way of salvation. 

Letters of a later date from Brother Ellis give an account of 
another diminution of the missionary family at Fairfield, by the 
happy departure of Sistar Berger, but a few weeks after her hus- 
band. 
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ST. KITTS. 


BroTuER Frederick William Sautter, whose departure was noticed 
in the last number, had served the Lord as a missionary in the West 
Indies since the year, 1803. 


= 


BARBADOES. 


LetTERs from Brother Samuel Brunner at Sharon, and Brother 
David Lichtenthaeler at Mount Chance, convey the gratifying intel- 
ligence of a revival among the negroes, and an increased earnestness 
in seeking the Lord and His salvation. The latest letter from 
Brother Lichtenthaeler, is dated November 17th. His health con- 
tinued very delicate; and although the fever had left him, he was 
suffering from a violent and persevering cough, so as not to be able, 
to be active in the missionary functions. The high winds, prevail- 
ing there, appeared to be a great obstacle tohis recovery. In conse- 
quence, Brother Zaylor from Antigua had been called to the service 
of the mission in Barbadoes, whose speedy arrival was earnestly 
desired. Regarding the revival at Sharon it is observed, that the 
church on Sundays is now filled with attentive hearers, sometimes 
even to overflowing. The evening meetings also are numerously 
attended, and many do not hesitate to come from a distance of four 





* Brother Christian Frederick Richter has since been called home by the 
Lord of the harvest, to enter after a long period of faithful and blessed labour 
in His vineyard, into the joy of the Lord. 
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or five miles, even in the darkest nights. At the last speaking with 
new comers, no less than fifty had desired, that their names might 
be taken down. This Island had been graciously preserved from 


harm during the hurricane season, which proved very destructive in 
some other Islands. 


GREENLAND. 


A number of letters from the Brethren at the different establish- 
ments contain a variety of statements concerning the mission in that 
country, all tending to call forth our grateful praises to the Lord, 
whose favours and mercies are still richly enjoyed by believers in 
that inhospitable region. 

Brother and Sister Gorcke, in company with Brother Jhrer, had 
set sail from Lichtenfels for Europe, June 21st, on board the ship 
Navigation, Captain Bohn; they were, however, completely inclosed 
by the ice, until July the 28th, when they were able to sail to Fre- 
derickshaab. Here they were again shut in by the ice, until the 
26th of August. They arrived at Copenhagen after a voyage of 
seventeen weeks, and set out from Christiansfeld for Herrnhut, 
November 2d. 

Brother Xleinschmidt at Fredericksthal (the new establishment 
near Staatenhuk) reports by a letter of March 15th, that forty per- 
sons had removed thither from Lichtenau, and that two hundred and 
Jifty heathen from their neighbourhood had also come to them. 
October 17th, 1824, the missionaries could leave the tent, which 
they had inhabited for twelve weeks, and occupy their temporary 
dwelling, built of rough stone and sods. This house was solemnly 
consecrated to the Lord, November 2d, on which occasion the divine 
presence was powerfully felt. From that time to the date of the let- 
ter, one hundred and four adults and four infants, had bden added to 
the church by baptism, and fourteen had become communicant mem- 
bers. The most violent tempest raged during the three last months 
of the year, (1824,) and the winter was very severe. Since the 
commencement of 1825, the weather was less tempestuous, so that 
the Greenlanders were pretty successful in their fisheries, and in ob- 
taining birds and eggs, so that they had been preserved from want. 
Preparations for a suitable dwelling and meeting house, were in a 
state of forwardness, as much as circumstances would permit. The 
missionaries enjoyed good health. 

At Lichtenfels the cold during the winter season was likewise very 
great; but the missionary family were cheerful and in health. The 
internal course of the congregation was pleasing; of those, who had 
been excluded, six only were remaining in a state of impenitence. 

The number of the congregation at WVew Herrnhut amounts to 
307, of whom 168 are communicants. Pulmonary complaints had 
become more common lately. The winter was perseveringly cold; 
the thermometer for weeks together from 12 to 17 degress below 0. 
The missionaries had been preserved in health without exception, 
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and were carrying on the work in true fellowship with one another. 
Abundant supplies of food had been obtained by the Greenlanders, 
Seals were taken in greater number, than had been the case for 
twenty years. The congregation generally were walking in the fear 


ef the Lord, and enjoying the gospel ordinances to the blessing of 
their hearts. 


NEW FAIRFIED, UPPER CANADA. 


BrotuHer Haman reports by letters of October 10th, and Decem- 
ber Ist, that both in his family and in the congregation generally, 
through mercy, it had been pretty healthy. Much injury was done 
on the cornfields of the Indians by the unusually great number of 
black squirrels. In the chace they were partly successful, so as to 
obtain a good supply of meat for the winter, which, on account of the 
scanty harvest, was the more welcome. Although repeated admoni- 
tions in many cases were found necessary, there were not wanting 
instances of the power and influence of divine grace, evidenced in the 
walk and conversation of many, tending to encourage the missionaries 
to increase their efforts in the gospel work. 


_= 


CHEROKEES. 


BrotTuER John R. Schmidt, at Spring-Place, mentions in a letter 
to Brother Hueffel at Bethlehem, that the gospel continues to pros- 
per to the salvation of souls, and that an increased desire for it mani- 
fests itself among many. November 13th, a woman with her infant 
were solemnly baptized in a numerously attended meeting. Notwith- 
standing the long drought, the produce of fields and gardens was 
good. The missionaries were well, and Brother Schmidt’s family 
increased by the birth of a daughter, Septemher 15th. The con- 
gregation at Spring-Place consists of thirteen adult members. 

The nation have resolved to establish an Academy and printing 
press at Vewtown, their principal town; for this purpose they have 
appropriated a sum of money, and also resolved to send two of their 


own nation* to the principal cities and towns of the United States, to 
solicit donations in aid of this. 


* The names of these are: Elias Boudinét and Richard Fields —Editor. 
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